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AN | 
EXHORTATION 


W WITH SOME FORMS, * 


— ae 


IN ORDER | 
To inſtru the IcnorANT,afſiſt the WELL- 
DISPOSED, and awaken the CARELESS 


and UNTHINKING, to the Practice of the 
too much 2 Duty 


EJACULATORY PRAYER; 


THAT 18, 
Of darting up ſhort Prayers with hearty De- 
votion and 


Warmth of Spirit to Gop, 
upon all Occafions. 
TO WHICH ARE ADDED 
An EXPOSITION of the CREED, and the 
LORD's PRAYER: 


REFLEXIONS and EJACULATIONS proper for 
Sailors, and thoſe who live near the Sea: 


A ſhort Account of Confirmation, and the Lord's Supper, 
aſe Occaſions, 


with Prayers upon thoſe 
AND 4180 
Paavne for = Perſons and Families, &c. 


Our is in Heaven, Phil. iii. 20 
Men ought always to pray, and not to faint. Luke xviii. 1. 
Pray without ceaſing, 1 Theſſ. v. 17. 


1 will therefore that Men pray every where. 1 Tim. ii. 8. 
RY if ye enter into Temptation. Luke xxii. 46. 
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LONDON: XS 
PRINTED FOR F. AND ©. RIVING TON, 
WO. 62, ST» FAUL'S CHURCH-YARD« 1797. 


TO THE PUBLISHERS. 


SIRS, 


T's little Book, plain as it is, be- 
ing ſingular in its way, and having 
been the inſtrument of much good, I 
wiſhed to ſee it re-printed ſeveral : 
years ago, and on ſuch authority as 
would haye been ſufficient to recom- 
mend the uſe of it ; but as I did not 
ſucceed, I am glad you have deter- 
mined to give a new edition of it, 


5 A reader may ſuppoſt the whole 
deſign of it to be only that of ſupply- 
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IL i 


decaſional prayer. It will, indeed, 
ſupply words to thoſe who want them; ; 
but its firſt and greateſt object is, to 
produce in the Chriſtian the þatit of 


mental prayer; a readineſs of heart, 
 * rather than a fluency. of ſpeech, for if 


© Tknew the author well; and 1 knew 
him to be a man truly affected to God, 


pariſh prieſt, as inde fatigable as any in 
this church. The late Dr. Horne, 


n Aue 66 ee 
his 


[wk 1 
his book, that he aſked me, «oben it 
would be re-printed? that he might 
put it into the hands of ſome young 
- perſons very near to him, to give them 
a religious turn of thought. This 
anecdote will be a greater recommen- 
dation to many people, and promote 
the ſucceſs of your new edition, better 
than all I can ſay in its favour. I 
therefore only add, that it will teach 
the young and the old; the former | 
how to live, the latter how to die; for 

| Death will never take him by ſurprize 
who lives daily by this rule. | 


NAYLAND, 
Nov. 30, 1796. 


W. Jones. 
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Grace, Mercy, and Peace be mulliplied. 


My Brethren, dearly delooed in the Lord, 
Beg you will make uſe of this little 
Book for your pocket companion, 
which is intended to ſtir up in you fre- 
quent thoughts of the one thing need- 
ful, the care of your immortal ſouls. 
The method I have made choice of, 
is to teach you ſo to. uſe this world, 
that inſtead of corrupting your hearts, 
and tempting you to a forgetfulneſs of 
God, it may daily hold forth ſome 
uſeful leſſon to you, and bring to your 

minds 
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minds the things of Heaven, together 
with your trueſt happineſs here and 
hereafter, . The method God himſelf 
' hath chicfly uſed throughout the 
\ Scripture, is to lead the attention 
through natural things to ſpiritual, and 
to inſtruct us in the knowledge of thoſe 
things, which no man hath ever ſeen, 
from the things we ſee daily; than 
which, there can be no employment 
more delightful. to a ſerious mind. 
Every capacity may take in the in- 
ſtruction thus communicated, and the 
experience of every day will renew and 
confirm it. May God accompany 
the reading of this book with his 
bleſſing; and if you reap any benefit 
from it, give God the glory, and pray 
for the author. Think how happy 
you are in being enden of a church, 

wuhoſe 
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PREFACE. 8 
whoſe faith, worſhip, and government, 
are” holy, catholic, and apoſtolical. 
Endeavour therefore to adorn the 
doctrine of God your Saviour, and to 
walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with you are called, remembering 
always, that if you walk unworthy of 
it, your chriſtian calling will only in- 
creaſe your damnation.” Hold faſt 
that faith into which you were entered” 
by baptiſm,” ſealed by confirmation, 
and in which you have ſince been 
nouriſhed up by the word of God, and 
the holy ſacrament, as well as com- 
forted by thoſe prayers which are ſo 


take in all thoſe things which are ne- 
ceſſary as well for the body as the ſoul. 
May God give us grace to improve all 


holineſs, 


/ 


full, ſolemn, and comprehenſive, as to 


ii PREFACE. 
holineſs, that we may be. perfect, tho- 


roughly furniſhed unto all good works: 


may he increaſe our faith, and give us 
true repentance, forgive us all our ſins, 
and give us ſtrength to run in the way 
of his commandments : ſo that every 
one of us may hear at laſt that joyful 
ſentence, worth more than ten thou- 
fand worlds, V ell done, good and 
Faithful ſervant, enter. thou into the jay 
of :thy Lord. Which that God, may 
grant for Jeſus Grit 5 fake, is the 
eſt peer of ... at 
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Deren is = life of religian, 
as breath is the life of the body; and 
as that body is but a dead carcaſs which does 
not dente, ſo that faith which does not 
utter itſelf in prayer to God, mult be dead 
alſo. Prayer is compared to incenſe: and 
Sa u Bn os bo ew CO 
it is a ſure t ol divine 
and the fire of divine Joye are 
both extinguiſhed in the heart. If there be 
any reſemblance between breath and pn, 
it will follow that both are neceſſary at all 
times, and upon all occaſions; for that one 
of them is ſo, cannot be doubted: and this 
kind of habitual adoration is what I would 
humbly recommend to all Chriſtians in the 
follow ing treatiſe. 
The commands of our bleſſed Saviour 
— F duty fy of prayer, — 
neceſſary is to our piritu we -being : 
and he cannot mean that we ſhould reſt 
wholly in ſtated acts of devotion, heeauſe 
he weben it as the itil ram 


againſt 
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againſt temptation : to this we are at all 
times ſubject; and ſhould, therefore, at all 
nes, de making ſome proviſion againſt 
it: nay, he hath expreſsly taught us on an- 


other occaſion — Men ought always to pray, 


and not to faint. Let no man be diſcour 
at this as an impracticable labour: when 


underſtands it aright, he will find it very 


different from what his imagination will at 
firſt ſuggeſt to him. It is very poſſible, 

with the help of God, that even here alſo 
the reſemblance abovementioned, between 
breath and prayer, may hold good. To 
breathe, is not an act of pain and labour to 
the body; though indeed it is not performed 
with equal eaſe and ſtrength at all times: 
however, as it is neceſſary to life, it is 
natural to the body; and where the heart 
is alive to God, an habit of prayer may 
become as eafy to the ſpirit; and we may 
be able to pray, not only ſeven times a day 
with David, but all the day long. He that 
is truly ſenſible of his neceſſities and dan- 
gers, can ſurely think it no hard matter to 
expreſs them to God who is able to deliver 
him. A ſenſe of his own ſtate, if he has 
that ſenſe in him, will compel him to do it. 
Where the road is difficult to be found, who 


IS 
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EJACULATORY PRAYER. 2 


is not glad to make enquiry of a friend that 
may give him proper inſtructions about it? 
Where the way is unſafe, and there is 
danger of robbers, who would travel with- 
out any arms and weapons to defend him- 
ſelf from the aſſaults of the enemy? In the 
way to Heaven, the worſt of murderers are 
lying in wait to ſnatch the unwary paſſenger : 
and the prayer of faith is the weapon weare to 
uſe againſt thoſe powers and principalities, 
that ſpiritual wickedneſs in high. places, 
which will beſet us in our journey to the 
Land of Promiſe. The whole armour of 
God is freely offered to us; and he that ex- 
pects to fall among thieves, will be ready 
enough to put on the helmet of ſalvation, 
the brealt-plate of righteouſneſs, the ſword 
of the ſpirit which is the word of God; and 
aboye all, the ſhield of faith, whereby he 
may quench all the fiery darts of the devil. 
Be ſober, be vigilant, ſays St. Peter, becauſe 
your adverſary the devil, like a roaring lion, 
goeth about, ſeeking whom he may devour ; 
whom, reſiſt ſtedfaſt in the faith, We 
ſhould never be weary with reſiſting, for he 
is never weary With aſſaultingt though he 
was baffled in the wilderneſs, he came again 
to Chriſt, and renewed his attempts in the 

B 2 hour 
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hour of darkneſs: and if he left not the 
head and captain of our ſalvation after a 
defeat, he will ever be ready with ſome new 
device againſt the ſoldiers who fight under 
his banner. Take unto you then the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withſtand in the evil day; and having done 
all to ſtand; praying always with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the ſpirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perſeverance, If we 
reflect on the difficulties that attend out 
pole through this wilderneſs, we ſhall 
apply to God, in thoſe words of Mofet, 

arry us not up hence, unleſs inn © —.— 
thy ſpirit go along with us: for if thou de- 
— from us, our caſe will be worſe than 
hat of 1 when he was ſhorn of hit 
ſtrength, and the Nhiliſtines wete upon him. 
JI 0 convince us farther of our danger, 
he ſcripture repreſents us as travelling by 
Water as well as by land; not only expoſed 
to robbers and murderers, in the courſe of 
a journey, but ſubject to all the perils of the 
ſea, and ready to be loſt in a ſtorm. The 
waves of this ſea are the troubles and 
afflictions we meet with from evil men, 
from loſſes and diſappointments, either per- 
mitted by God, or ſent by his providence 


for 
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EJACULATORY PRAYER. 5 


for the trial of our faith. The winds and 
tempeſts are our own luſts and paſſions, the 
agitations of pride, preſumption, anger, and 
deſpair, by which we are ſometime carried 


up to Heaven, and down again into the 


deep, till our ſoul is melted away with the 
trouble of contending paſſions. Let us re- 
member then that Chr: is with his diſciples 
in the ſhip, and awake him by prayer when 
the ſtorm ariſes : this will reſtore a calm to 


the heart, and direct the veſſel to it's proper 
| haven, when no other method would have 


the leaſt effect: to his power the wind, and 
the ſea, are obedient ; and they will o 
none but him that made them. Wit 


what face ſhall we call upon him in the laſt 
and dreadful day, ** Careſt thou not that 


« we periſh?” When we ourſelyes were 
careleſs and thoughtleſs about our own 


welfare in the day of grace, when he was 


ready to awake and deliver us, if we had 


then I it worth our while to call upon 


him? He is ever preſent with us, and 
attentive to all our dangers ; and if in the 
dark night of ſorrow and temptation, we 
have but faith enough to be ſenſible of his 


_ preſence, he will ſay to us, as to his diſci- 


ples when he walked on the ſea “ Be of 
BZ good 
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ac pobd cheer, it is I, be not afraid.” We 
Tee then that, although the yoke of Chr; 
be eaſy, and his burthen light, yet 
courſe of man's life, conſidering the enemies 
he hath to contend with, added to the inward 
weakneſs and corruption of his nature, is 
full of difficulty ws | danger. And this, I 
think, inſufficient to convince everybeliever, 
that prayer is a neceſſary duty: that if he 
neglects it, it is at the peril o his ſoul ; the 
more frequently he praiſes it, the happier 
'He will be in this life, and the more chearful 
becauſe better provided, at the proſpect of 
death. I ſhall therefore Wag in the 
next place, to give fome Igirecdions con- 
cerning the method of praying, ad of ac- 
| guiring fach an habit of devotion as the 
cripture muſt intend, where it commands 
us to Phy always ; every where ; to comtinine 
ores in proyer ; and to pray without 
There is a way of doing all things to 
of God. Whether therefore ye eat 
* or drink, or whatſoever ye do,” logs th 
apoſtle, « 00 all do the gory of God.” 
the common occurrences of human 1 2 — 
the objects of ſenſe, and every work of God 
In the viſible creation, may be improved 
and — to the e concerns 3 
F | Oul. 
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EJACULATORY PRAYER. 7 
"ſbul. For there is ſpiritual meat and drink 


as well as bodily : 


hath provided for 


the ſpirit of man its proper nouriſhment ; 


and we ſhould never taſte of the food which 
ſupports the body, without lifting up our 


hearts and affections to the remembrance of 


ſuch mercies. Every meal we partake of 
will, by this means, become an occaſion of 
prayer, and of ſpiritual thankſgiving, Even 
the light of every day, and the neſs of 
every night, will furniſh us with fit matter 
whereon to ground ſome ſhort petition to 
almighty God. For beſides the light of the 
fun, there is beyond and above that a true 
Hg, which lighteth e man that com- 
into the world ; a light of knowl 


and wiſdom proceeding from Chrift « 


Sun of righteouſneſs, the fountain of life 
and immortality, in whoſe light we ſhall 


. fee light, and have a comfort in the foul 
like th e 


preſence of the ſun. the darkneſs 
t, there are inviſible powers of 
darkneſs, called alſo the rulers of darkneſs : 
there is the darkneſs of ignorance and pro- 


 fanenefs, and works of darkneſs, the proper 
fruit of ipnorance and falſe wiſdom ; from 
all which we ſhould daily deſesch God to 


. deliver 
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deliver us. And it may be one reaſon 
the day and night ſucceed ſo faſt upon ea 
other, that we may be continually reminded 
of theſe things: for if the day and night 
have this ſpeech to utter, the oftener they 
repeat it to us the better. In like manner, 
all the other works of God are capable of a 
ſpiritual application; and a competent 
knowledge of the holy ſcripture will teach 
us how to apply them properly, and make 
them the ſubjects of ſome petition. It 
would be eſs to mention every parti- 
cular; for to him that hath an ear, every 
rock he ſees, and every ſtone that lies in his 
way may preach ſome profitable leſſon. 
They will bring to mind the rock of his 
ſalvation, under whoſe ſhadow he will be 
ſafe from the burning heats of temptation, 
or perſecution; and make him thankful to 
God, whoſe abundant grace hath been able, 
out of us barren Gentiles, hardened in fin, 
to raiſe up children unto Abrahem. 

We are alſo bound to look-up to God in 
. every thing we undertake; or, as the apoſtle 
hath expreſſed it, in whatſoever we do; that 
he may proſper the work of our hands upon 
us: for it is better to be doing nothing, 
than to be engaged in any work, 7 — 
whic 
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which we dare not aſk for the divine bleſ- 
ſing; without which, the brighteſt talents 
may be perplexed and diſappointed, and the 
faireſt proſpe& blaſted in a moment: ſo 
that the cotumon buſineſs of life requires us 
continually to be in a ſtate of prayer. And 
theſe two will not claſh with or diſturb one 
another; becauſe the work itſelf, and the 
2 that has reſpect to it, may both go 

rd t . Will it hinder the 
labour of the huſbandman, to meditate on 


Chriſt's —— of the Parable of the 


Sower, to turn the ſeveral articles of it 
into a prayer, while he is caſting the ſeed 
into the ground ? will his grain come with 
worſe ſucceſs into the barn, if, while he 
is gathering it, he reflects on that harveſt 
which is the end of the world, and begs, 
that he himſelf may be laid up in the 
parner of God? I ſhould think not: but 
rather, that his labour would be the ſweeter 
for it; inaſmuch as things temporal 
always become leſs burthenſome and more 
valuable, if we look through them, to things 
eternal, 825 6 | 
Henee it will appear, that the duty of 
praying every where, and without ceaſing, 
does not require us to be always GI 
N 4 1 


IO AN EXHORTATION' ro 


knees: a devout ejaculation may be offered 
up to God in any place, and in any poſture. 
The bleſſed ſaint Zphrarm, an ancient father 
of the Church, gives us this excellent rule 
-—whether you work, or are going to lie 
down; whether you ſtand ſtill, or are going 
a journey; whether you eat or drink; whe- 
ther you are going to ſleep, or are waking; 
take heed you do not forget to pray: whe- 
ther you are at church, at home, or in the 
field; Whether you are at a feaſt, or other- 
wiſe engaged, ſtill pray and converſe with 
God, who has graciouſly-promiſed to hear 
all them that faithfully call upon him, 
They that know thy name will put their 
truſt in thee; for thou, Lord, haſt never 
failed them that ſeek thee. This holy man 
was a living example of his own precept: 
walking out into the field on a morning 
before it was light, the ſtars and firmament 
preſented themſelves: to his view: he takes 
the hint, and paſſes from that ſight to the 
inviſible glory of the ſaints at the ſecond 
- coming, of the Lord; and runs out into a 
train of prayer, mixt with the moſt im- 
proving, and heavenly contemplation. It 
1s, however, not always neceſlary. to ca 
-our occaſional flights of devotion to ſuch a 
r length ; 
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length: Ejaculatory Prayer, which I would 
here recommend, is only a ſhort breathing of 
the ſoul to God, which does not require the 
pom noms of ſet prayers: and as we are not 
to expect, at any time, that we ſhall be 
heard for our much ſpeaking; ſo eſpecially | 
on theſe occaſions, it is not the length of the | 
prayer, but the affection of it, that will | 
Tender it acceptable: it requires more of [1 
me heart than of the head; and is called 
Ejaculatory, becauſe it is darted up ſud- 
denly to God as occaſion may require, and 
in a moment pierces the heavens, making 
known our requeſts, and teſtifying the 
great and ardent deſire of a ſoul! ſeeking 
and thirſting after the fountain of all per- 
fection, eſs, and holineſs. It is a 
kind of devotion ſhort and eaſy: it 
demands no fluency of ſpeech, or readineſs 
of expreſſion ;- for it may be heard and un- 

derftood of God even without our ſpeaking — |] 
at all: the defire may be real in the heart, 

and the prayer effectual in his ſight, though i 
it be not uttered with the lips. The Lord | 
ſaid unto Moſes wherefore crieſt thou unto 1 
me? Exed. xiv. 15. Here the ſcripture has 1 
not informed us that Maſes had uttered any 
prayer: but God, to whom al: hearts are | | 


open, 
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open, was witneſs to the inward deſires, 
and expoſtulations of his ſoul, and both 
heard, and accepted the prayer before it was 
put into words. It will nevertheleſs be 
profitable to provide ourſelves with as much 


matter, and as man — — 
— and abilities will ſuffer us to 
collect. And as no words can be fo 
ceptable to God, and ſo to 
the humility of his children, as thoſe of his 
own teaching; with this view, even the 
common people in the firſt and pureſt ages 
of the Church, fully ſenſible of the great 
duty of praying every where, learnt the 
. ——— 

- of prayer and praiſe ; that upon 
every. occaſion they might exerciſe them- 
ſelves therein, and have ſomewhat to offer 
up to Heaven on all the affairs of human 
life. The only reaſon why the minds of 
Chriſtians are more empty and barren now, 
than they uſed to be in better days, is that 
ſhocking neglect of the holy ſcripture, 
which prevails among all ranks of people, 
which cannot be ſufficiently lamented, and 
which muſt riſe up one in jud t 
againſt them, and condemn — e are 
not to wonder if no ſacriſice is found hurn- 
1 52 ng 
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ing on that altar, which has deri ved no fire 
from Heaven. They muſt needs find it 
difficult to draw out any profitable matter 
from their hearts, who never took the pains 
to lay any up in ſtore there from the word of 
God. Let me exhort you then, my Bre- 
thren, as you value your own ſouls, to take 
that wholeſome advice from the book of 
Fab-—<« Receive, I pray thee, the law from his 


mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart 


— for then ſhalt have thy delight in the 
Almighty, and ſhalt lift up thy face unto 
God. Thou ſhalt make t er unto 


him, and he ſhall hear thee. Search the 
ſcriptures, for in them ye have eternal life.” 


They are called the Old, and the New 


Teſtament, Now a teſtament is a true and 
authentic deed, in which eſtates are con- 
veyed, and legacies bequeathed. In other 
wills and teſtaments, ſome earthly poſſeſſion 
is left : but in the Old and the Teſta- 
ment, the heavenly eſtate, even all the riches 


of grace, and the everlaſting inheritance of 


ry are given and bequeathed unto us. 

id we conſider the Scriptures in this light, 

it would be a moſt ing invitation to 

ſearch them with diligence and pleaſure. 

No child is willing to continue ignorant of 
| C 


a de- 
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a deceaſed parent's laſt will and teſtament, 


but covets to know what honours and wealth 
come to his enjoyment by ſuch an intereſt- 
ing conveyance. But hear, O heavens! 
and wonder, O earth! that men ſhould be 
ſo ſtupid as not to deſire to know the riches 
of the Bible, that kingdom of God]! Con- 
ſider how vain it is to ſtudy and load the 
memory with a thouſand unprofitable 
things, and at the ſame time be ignorant of 
Feſus Ohriſt, and him crucified, which the 
; neon apoſtle St. Paul deſired only to know: 
vain it is to learn every thing, and be 
ignorant of the one thing needful, what we 
muſt do to be ſaved. Read therefore the 
Bible every day, as it will ſhew thee words, 
whereby thou, and all thy houſe ſhall” be 
ſaved. This precious book of God will 
give light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and 
the ſhadow of death, and guide their feet 
into the way of peace. If this day-ſpri 
from on high had not viſited us, we ws 
have remained in darkneſs, even darknefs 
which might be felt; we muſt have been 
like the benighted traveller, loſt and bewil- 
dered in our courſe, knowing not the path 
leading to God and glory. hen once we 
come to taſte. the ſweetneſs of the holy 


Serip- 
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Scriptures, we ſhall lament that we have 
ſpent ſo much of our time in reading other 
books to the neglect of theſe oracles of the 
living God. 

We haye examples of ſome great and 
learned men, after ranging through the 
whole extent of human learning, and not 
finding reſt, to their fouls, at length betak- 
ing themſelves wholly to the Bible, they 
ſpent their hours in that hallowed garden, 


which God's own wiſdom planted ; which 


God's own ſpirit watereth; and in which 
God's own Son is continually walking: 
where he meeteth thoſe that ſeek him; and 
revealeth to them the glories of his perſon, 
and the riches of his goodneſs. In the 
Bible grow thoſe heaven-born plants, the 
trees of life and knowledge ; whoſe ſweet 
fruits we now may take, and eat, and live 
for ever. Here flow thoſe ſtreams of grace 


and righteouſneſs; whoſe living waters, 


whoſoever drinks, ſhall thirſt no more. Let 
this book of God be our boſom friend, our 
inſeparable companion, our delight, and 


our counſellor. It is an inexhauſtible 


fountain of knowledge ; the more we draw 
from it, the more ſtill ſprings up. It is a 
deep mine; and the farther we ſearch into 

C 2 It, 
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— ſtill the richer we find it. 20 who 
fix their minds to ponder upon it, new 
truths riſing up to their f iadevſdandings, 
which they never diſcovered before ; and 
are ſo delighted, as to cry out with Peter, 
« it is for us to be here,” It was the 
laying of a king of Sicily to his friend, I 
tell thee, thoſe holy letters are dearer to me 
than my kingdom; and was 1 under a 
neceſſity of quitting one, it ſhould be my 
crown. To 2 man one ſentence of 
God's holy word is a feaſt: he feedeth on 
it to the ſatisfying of his ſoul. If you read 
the Scripture devoutly, and with a ſincere 
faith, fully perſuaded that no part of it is 
of any private interpretation, but that the 
whole hath reſpect unto Ori, and to 
yourſelf conſidered as a member of Chrift, 
your minds will be ready furniſhed with 
profitable reflexions, you will be prepared 
to offer up a ſpiritual ſacrifice with little 
or no trouble as occaſion may require, 
and will find grace to help in time of 
need. | | 
And give me leave to aſſure you, that 
whatever you may think, the world can 
afford no peace and ſatisfaction equal to 
that of walking with God, as oP 
* * 1 7 
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truly be ſaid todo whoſe affections are lifted 


up in prayer from earth to heaven; who 
walk by faith and not by ſight; who look 
for a divine bleſſing on all their undertak- 


ings; and from the things which they ſee 


with their eyes, are always put in mind of 


things which they do not ſee. For devo- 


tion is the golden chain of union between 


heaven and earth: he that has never kept 


open this communication between God 
and his ſoul can never conceive, and he that 
has, can never forget the comfort that ariſes 


from it. There is not, in the Chriſtiaa 


religion, any thing of like continual uſe and 
force throughout every hour of our lives, as 


is the exerciſe of prayer and devotion. Had 


there not been ſome excellent benefits to be 
obtained by it, our Lord would not have 
pre ſſed it upon us ſo ſtrictly : and if we are 


called upon to pray often, it is that we ma 


often be happy in a ſecret intercourſe wit 
our bleſſed Redeemer, and in ſuch a com- 


munion of the divine preſence, as will fill 


our minds with all the happineſs that beings, 
not in Heaven, are capable of. What 


fruit may be had from Ejaculatory Prayers, 


and how 27 40 they are to bring down 
upon us the divine favour and bleſſing, the 


3 expe- 
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experience of innumerable pious ſouls hath 
' ſufficiently evidenced ; and the like experi- 
ence will better teach, than words can ex- 
preſs. We have in Seripture very remark- 
able inſtances of the ſucceſs which has at- 
tended Ejaculatory Prayer. When Nehe- 
miah ſtood before the king Ahaſuerus, fearful 
of his diſpleaſure, yet deſirous to intreat 
him in behalf of Feruſalem—*< I prayed,” 
| = he, * to the God of Heaven,” ii. 4. 
e cannot ſuppoſe that he fell on his knees, 
or ſpoke with his lips, while he continued 
in the preſence of the king, to whom allo, 
at this time, he was ready to addreſs him- 
ſelf. But he darted up his ſoul in ſilent 
prayer, known only to God, which prayer 
- pierced the clouds, and returned not again 
till a „ ſent, ſuch as wholly 
turned away the king's wrath, and procured 
favour and aſſiſtance much larger than he 
expected. When David heard that Achite- 
phel, the ableſt politician in his kingdom, 
was revolted to 4bſalom, he betook himſelf 
to his God. He ſtayed not for an oppor- 
tunity of retirement, but inſtantly, and upon 
the ſpot, cried ; O Lord, I pray thee, turn 
the counſel of Achitophel into fooliſhneſs ! 
A ſhort prayer, but very powerful: for . 
8 1 8 
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who difappointeth the devices of the _ 
; ſent a fpmit of infatuation among the rebels, 
. and inclined them to reje& the advice of 
that profound ſtateſman ; which one falſe 
ſtep — upon their horrid enterpriſe 
the ruin it deſerved; and drove the wretched 
traytor to rage, madneſs, and ſelf- murder. 
Between the times, therefore, of our 
ſolemn devotions, and as often as we are 
preſſed by any neceſſity, or invited by an 
— keep > our — with 
Heaven, by pouring out ſhort prayers. 
How highly would the ambitious courtier 
tze, and how often. would he uſe a privy 

ey, which ſhould give him, at all times, 
pdmittance to his Sovereign? This key of 
admittance, but to an infinitely more 2 
King and Potentate, we all poſſefs in the 
practice of eee Prayer. Ii is cer- 
tainly the nobleſt employment, and will be 
* the richeſt improvement of our thoughts to 
E fend them in fuch ſhort embaſſies to the 
f God of heaven and earth; and to bring 
| down by ſach occaſional ſallies of faith, a 
ſteſh ſupply from the fountain of all good. 
What a 2 then muſt it be to our ſpiritual 
intereſts, what an encouragement to the 
tempter, 'what a deſpite to the ſpirit of 
. grace, 
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grace, to neglect entirely, or long to diſ- 
continue, this moſt beneficial practice of 
prayer, and habitual adoration? Can you, 
my Brethren, acquit yourſelves on this 
article of enquiry? Has not every day of 
your lives been a day of negligence in this 
reſpect? A perpetual courſe of di ſobedi- 
ence to your Saviour's command, Men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint?” For 
your encouragement to do this, remember 
that eſus Chrift ſitteth at the right hand of 
the Father, conſtantly making interceſſion 
on your behalf. This will fill your ſouls 
with unſpeakable comfort, it will give you 
boldneſs to draw near with faith, and to 
join your own imperfe& prayers, in the 
fulleſt hope, with his all-prevailing inter- 
ceſſion. And be not gaſily diſcouraged, if 
your prayers are not always anſwered ſo 
ſoon as you could wiſh: for though God 
may ſeem to ſlumber for a while, either to 
rove your faith, or puniſh your paſt _ 
lect and diſobedience z his mercy will ſurely 
awake at the laſt. It is a ſpecial part of 
his divine character, that he heareth the 
prayer of all fleſh that cometh to him; and 
though he may leave the tempeſt to its my 
for a time, to convince you 4 _— 8 
| e, 
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ſtate, when left to yourſelves; yet be aſſured 
he will hear you at the laſt, and not ſuffer 

to pentſh for ever. And if your ability 
is but ſmall on ſome occaſions; if your 
prayers are-neither ſo rich and abundant in 


their matter, nor ſo warm and devout in 


their manner, as you could defire ; only 
endeavour to reach ſome farther degrees of 
— and the divine mercy will not 
ſevere in remarking your preſent defects. 
You have to do with a maſter who is kind 
and compaſſionate ; who once ſaid to his 
faulty 2 in a way of indulgent exte- 
nuation, the ſpirit is willing, but the fleſſi 
is weak. You have not ſuch an high prieſt 
as cannot be touched with the feeling of 
r infirmities; but one who is well ac- 
quainted with your inmoſt frame and conſti- 
tution, and will make all favourable allow- 
ances for that weakneſs with which you are 
encompaſſed, Let me then entreat you, 
my beloved Brethren, with all the tender- 
neſs and affection of a miniſter of Mriſt, to 
attend to this greatly neglected duty, the 
ractice of which will lead you on from 
rength to ſtrength, till you come to appeat 
before God in the heavenly Sion, and receive 
the prize of that high calling, _— 
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hath ſet before you. That you may not 
plead this for an excuſe, that you know not 
what to ſay upon ſuch occaſions, I have put 
N ſome examples of my own, and 
collected others, taken in a great meaſure 
from the holy Scriptures, to aſſiſt your 
minds, and furnifh-them with ſome improv- 
ing reflexions on the moſt common ſubjects. 
And that God may give ſucceſs to theſe my 
humble endeavours, let me not here forget 
to practiſe in my own behalf, the duty I 
have recommended to you. To thee, 
therefore, O moſt holy Spirit, I addreſs 
my prayer; that thou wouldſt kindle and 
« keep alive the flame of true devotion in 
% my foul by thy heavenly breathings. 
Warm my heart with the fervour of true 
« charity, and touch my tongue with a 
s coal from thine altar, that the words of 
my mouth, and the meditation of my 
« heart, may be acceptable in thy light, 
s and profitable to the fouls of my Brethren 
„ in Feſus Chrift: that like as the hart de- 
cc fireth the water-brooks, ſo our ſouls may 
« Jong after thee, O God, the Fountain 
« of living Water; that we may pour out 
„our hearts by ourſelves; and by theſe 
6 ejaculations and devout breathings be 
| F better 
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« better prepared to go with the multitude 
« into the houſe of Gud.” Amen. | 


Forms for ſeveral Occaftans. 


HN you firſt awake and ſee the light, 
ſay, I bleſs, O Lord, thy name for watch- 
ing over me this night, and bringing me to 
ſee the comforis of another day; Lord, lift 
thou up the light of thy countenance upon 
me. ile you get up, I laid me down, and 
ſlept, and roſe up again, for the Lord ſuſ- 
tained me; O let me awake unto righteouſ- 
neſs, and ariſe from the dead, that Chrif? 
may give me light. I ben you dreſs, I am 
now covering my body with theſe garments; 
O Lord, cloath my ſoul with the Robes of 
Chrift's righteouſneſs, and with all the 
graces. of thy holy ſpirit, that thy image 
may daily be renewed in me, and thy name 
honoured by me for evermore. en you 
waſh your hands and face, O waſh me tho- 
roughly from my wickedneſs, and cleanſe 
me from my ſin; make me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right ſpirit within me. 
Then kneeling down, ſay your Morning 
Prayer, which I hope you would no. more 
forget, than you would your daily bread. 

It | | Before 
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Before you read the word of Gad, Lord, in- 
creaſe my faith, and open thou mine eyes, 
_ * not only ſee the wondrous thi 
of t W but remember, ractiſe 
thi, ſo ſhall I —— N ſalva- 
tion. den you fin ge abroad, Shew me the 
way, O Lord, that I ſhould walk in, for [ 
Uft up my ſoul unto thee; give me grace 
always t walk as a child of the light, that 
F may dwell in the regions of eternal day. 
N den Lo of the ſun riſe, O Lord Feſt 
thou true Sun of righteouſneſs, ariſe upon 
my ſou] with healing in thy wings; drive 
away all the darkneſs of my underſtanding, 
ſcatter the clonds of ſin and ſorrow, and 
gone me the light of everlaſting life. 
yu! are at work, Proſper thou the 
work of my hands, O Lord; O proſper 
thou my handy work: and whilſt mine eyes 
look down to this earth, let my ſoul look 
up to thee my God in Heaven: whilſt 1 
labour for this neat that periſheth, let me 
gain that, which endureth to eternal life; 
and whilſt I work in the buſineſs of my 
calling, let me work out my own falvation. 


| When eating, or drinking, O God, let it be 
my meat and drink to do thy will; feed 
me with the bread which came down from 


Heaven, 
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Heaven, and give me drink of that water, 
whereof whoever drinks, ſhall never thirft 
again; grant mand ar eat. or drink, 
or whatever I do, I may do all to thy 


reread, pats 


came the flor tis of the ps 
in Adam ett die, even fo in Chriſt all be 
made alive! As fin and death entered into 
the world by the firſt Adam, who eat the 
fruit of the forbidden tree; fo by Feſus 
Chrift the ſecond An, who died a 
tree, and aroſe from the dead, life and im- 
8 were brought to light. O Lord, 
thankful for this mighty. ſalva- 
tion, and live as becomes the redeemed of 
the Lord: remain therefore, OL and 


ts Mer ware rag ate beds 


world, by conforming to it, and following 
r 
fleſn, I may not war after the fleſh, 
Ne the luſts —_— and —_— 
Y 


26 AN EXHORTATION ro 


body with ſin, becauſe it is deſigned for the 
temple of the Holy Get. O that I may be 
mighty through thee to pull down the {tron 
holds of ſin, to caſt down imaginations, a 
every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt 
the knowledge of God, and bring into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Lhri. Ai any time of the day ſay, O bleſſed 
Spirit, ſhed abroad the love of God in m 
heart, that my mouth may be filled wit 
his praiſe, that I may ſing of his glory and 
Honour all the day long.. 
Cunfider | often that ube mbheritance, - the 
treaſure, the home of a Chriſtian is not in this 
avorld, bit in Heaven, and ſay, Give me, O 
Lord, thoſe eyes which ſee the world ſuch 
'as:it really is, and diſcover the falſeneſs of 
its promiſes, the vanity of its pleaſures, and 
the mere nothing of all its advantages, that 
I may not be ſo blind as to purſue any thing 
with eagerneſs and concern, but hs one 
thing needful, the ſalvation of my precious 
ſoul. + Let not the clog of unbehef, and 
- earthlineſs,-hang ſo heavy upon my ſoul as 
to keep it from mounting up to Heaven. 
Let me ſeek firſt thy kingdom, and always 
look upon myſelf as a ſtranger, a pilgrim, 
and ſojourner in this world, that as _ I 
#5 541 T ve 


— — _» —y— e —_— r — ho a * _—_ 


K 


* Wen 


FJACULATORY PRAYER. 27 


have no continuing city, I may ſeek one to 
come. O ſend out thy light and thy truth, 
that they may lead me, and bring me unto 
thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling. . hen 
you turn your eyes to the ſun, moon, or flars, or 
to this earth, which is full of the goodneſs of the 
great maker of them all, cry out with wonder 
and praiſe, O Lord, how wonderful are thy 


works! in wiſdom haſt thou made them 


all ; heaven and earth are full of thy riches 
and glory. 6. oh 
If God in theſe things appears ſo great 
in counſel, and mighty in work ; what may 
we expect to ſee in the palaces of heaven ; 
in the holy orders of angels, cherubims, and 
ſeraphims, thrones, dominions, principalities 
and powers; and in that wonderful Redeemer 
Jeſus Chrift, who is beyond all objects, beyond 
all other manifeſtations; the wiſdom of Gad, 
and the power of God. Therefore, O my 
ſoul, aſcribe greatneſs, glory, and praiſe to 
our God, for ever and ever. For amon 
the gods there is none like unto thee, 
Lord, neither are there any works like unto 
thy works. Thou art great, and doſt 
wondrous things; thou art God alone. 
When you hear t api 7 Do theſe birds, 
O my ſoul, rejoice and ſing, and ſhalt 15 


D 2 
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be ſilent, when thou canſt repeat a fong 

far ſweeter than theirs?; a ſong which has 
ſweetneſs enough to make melanchol 
depart, and ſooth away.the ſorrows of death - 
itſelf: this is the glorious, the raviſhing 
ſong, Ghrift loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me. And now, who ſhall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
juſtifieth; who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Chris that died; yea, rather that is 
riſen again; who is even at the right hand 
of God; who alſo maketh interceſſion for 
us. n ben planting, Grant, Lord, that I 
may be like a tree planted by the water- 
ſide, that will bring forth his fruit in due 
ſeaſon. I ben grafting, O bleſſed Lord, 
who haſt been in mercy to graft me 
into the body of thy holy Church by bap- 
tiſm ; grant that I may not be a dead Cyor, 
but become a new creature, and live by the 
influence of thy ſpirit. I ben pruning, 
Grant, Lord, that I may be always watch- . 
ful over myſelf, and diligently obſerve my 
vicious inclinations; that whenſoever any 
bne ſtarts forth, I may cut it off, and bring 
forth fruit worthy of a Chriſtian. hen 
plowing,. O Lord, if nothing elſe will make 
+ n let the ploughers plo upon my 


; 
- back; 
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| back; yea, let them make long furrows: 


do thou only ſanctify my afflictions to me, 


and grant that they may work out for me 


a far more exceeding and eternal weight 


of glory. When ſowing, Sow, O Lord, 


the ſeed of thy word in the good ground of 
my heart, that it may ſpring up, and bear 
fruit an hundred fold. hen weeding, 
Suffer not, O Lord, the weeds of fin to 
choak the ſeed of eternal life, which thou 
haſt ſown in my heart, ben reaping, 


Lord, give me grace to live a godly, a 


righteous, and a ſober life here, that I = 
reap the fruits of it hereafter in endleſs 
glory. When threſhing, and labouring, In 
the ſweat of thy face thou ſhalt eat bread,” 
was part of that ſentence which God de- 
nounced againſt man, for his eating of the 


forbidden fruit : t, Lord, that I ma 
be contented tq . — 


that after the wor 

of this life is done, I may reſt with thee 
for ever and ever. hen winnowing, 
Grant, O Lord, that J may be like good 
wheat laid up in thy garner, and not-be 
chaff to be burnt with unquenchable fire. 
When folding of ſheep, O bleſſed Feſus, thou 


great ſhepherd of the ſheep, let me know 


thy voice, and always follow it. Keep 
| D 3 me; 
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me; and keep alſo my ſhepherd, for he alſo 
is a ſheep of thine: let him faithfully fol- 
low thy voice, and 1 his, till we both arrive 
at everlaſting happineſs. Have mercy alſo, 
1 pray thee, upon the diftracted/ ſtate of 
9 unite all our breuches, and 
heal our - diviſions; and grant that we all 
may be one ſheepfold, under thee our one 
* | | 
Conſider every night, that poſſibly you 
may never fee day-light again, till the 
morning of the reſurrection. Conſider 
when you are folded in the arms of ſleep, 
that perhaps you may never wake, till you 
hear the voice of the arch-angel, and the 
found of the laſt Trumpet; and that you 
may never lift up your head, till you ſee 
the ſaviour of the world coming in the 
clouds with power, and great glory. Exa- 
mine therefore carefully the — 1 
words, and actions of the paſt day: 
Return thanks to God for what you have 
done* well, and be heartily ſorry for what 
you have done ill, and pray for Grace that 
you may do ſo no more. Learn this ſafe 
and ny way of judging yourſelf, and then 
you will not be jud As 


Prayer was the E open the aun, 
| 0 
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ſo ſhould it be the lock to ſhut in the 
evening; therefore fall down upon your 
knees, and pray. He is fool-hardy that 
dares lie down to ſleep, who knows he has 
offended God, and is not reconciled to him. 
Always deep, as if one whiſpered in your 
ear, fay ping, © remember you muſt Ne: 3 
this night ſhall thy ſoul be „ of thee. 
' When you undreſs, Grant, Lord, that 
when I am unclothed of this body, I ma 

be clothed upon with our houſe which 
from heaven. 

] en you lie down in your bed, 1 will 
lay me down in peace to take m oy A 
my God, under the 1 

make me to dwell i in ſafety. Fa . 


Thou, Lord, haſt gran loving 

kindneſs in the day time, —_ in the night 

ſeaſon I will fing of thee, and — my 
er to the God of my life. In the night 

I will lift up my hands towards oy 

-ary and bleſs the Lord. O do thou give 

— ce to watch, and or 2 that 


eB. coming, thou 12 10 to me, 
ell a — ſervant, 
enter into the joy er Lord.“ Amen, 


bleſſed Lord, Amen. thinking 
the . befke, and iniquities — 


Fo 
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committed againſt Gad, O remember not the 


ſins of my youth, nor of my riper years, 
but receive me, O heavenly Father, into 
the arms of thy fatherly compaſſion, as 
thou didſt the returning prodigal; and for- 
give me all my wickedneſs for the merits 
of Feſus thy only well- beloved Son, and my 
Saviour. I hen thinking upon Chriſt's death, 
rrſurrection, and aſcenſion, which I beſereh you 
ien to do, O Lord, give me grace to die to 
n, and ariſe to 8 that I may 
every day in heart, and mind, aſcend into 
the heavens, whither my Saviour Chrift is 
gone before, and with him continually 
dwell, who liveth, and reigneth with thee, 
and the Holy Gholt, one God, world 
Without end. I ben you conſider the great 
oedneſs of God in giving you the holy Scripture, 
I adore thee, O Father of Lights, who 
ſeeing us fit in darkneſs, and the ſhadow 
of death, didſt ſay, let there be light, and 
ſent thy holy word to us, to lead us to thee. 
For God, who commanded the light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowled 
of the glory of God, in the face of Feſus 
| \ Chriſt. At you ge into Church, „ Lord, I 
ove the habitation of thy houſe, and the 


place 


, 
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place where thine honour dwelleth; for one 
day in thy courts is better than a thouſand 
el . As you go out of the church 
Glory be to thee, O Lord, for thy holy 
r my feet, and 
a hght unto. my paths. hen the clock 
Aries, Blefſed be the hour in which = 
us was born, and the hour 1 
which he died! O Lord, give me grace that 
I may redeem my time; and remember me 
abort gt ——— 
j » When thinking theſe words 
„ Chriſt, Come unto me 1 that labour, 
und ere laden, m 1 will give you reſt, 
How comfortable! how gracious! how 
extenſive is this invitation! Come unto 
me, ſays the ſtrength of Iſrael, all that are 
weaty, roiling in a fruitleſs purſuit of 
happineſs, and ſpending your labour for 
* ſatis w_ 2 4 
laden, ed with the flav 
ſin, or bowed —— under a load of miſery. 
The loving Feſus cries not to this man, or 
that man, but to every ſon of Adam. Come 
all: I, even I, am he that comforteth you. 
I will give you reſt from your ſins, and 
reſt with God. O metciful Saviour, be- 
hold thy unworthy ſervaut, be it unto wb 
-  accord- 
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according to thy word. Upon the ſpring, 
May theſe trees, and herbs, O Lord, 
which: are as it were riſing from the dead, 
ut me in mind of riſing from the death of 
unto a life of righteouſneſs, that by thy 
ſpirit being rooted in faith, and putting 
forth thefruits: of holineſs, I may, at the 


laſt 88 up to eternal glory 


through Zeus: — Upon the fall uf t 

leaf, L 60h leaves dying, 2 . — 
from the trees make me, 6 Lord, remember 
that I muſt die, and fall into the grave; 
and that as they often: by ſudden winds are 
blown down before their time, ſo I by the 
ſudden blaſt of a diſtemper may be brought 
to death, and to the houſe appointed for all 
living. Grant, O Lord, that theſe conſi- 
derations by thy grace may make me live in 


daily expectation of it, and ſo be prepared 
to meet death not with terror, but joy, 


with the earneſt prayer of thy beloved 
Apoſtle, Come, Lord Feſus, come 
2 When the wind blotus upon you, 

ome Holy Spirit, blow upon my heart, 
that the waters of true repentance may flow 
from it. Make my body to be a holy 


2 to thyſelf, that thou dwelling in me 


ip and love, I may be cleanſed from 
un. 


l hen 
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I ben riding out, O thou that rideſt upon 
the wings of the wind, ſhew thyſelf, con- 


-_ my corruptions, and trample all my 
ſins under thy feet. hen walking, 


Lord, cauſe me'to walk in the way of thy 


teſtimonies, and let me not wander from 


thy commandments. hen writing, Lord, 


put thy laws in my heart, and write them 
upon my mind. ben thinking upon the 
wide gate, and broad way, which leadeth to 
defliruttion, and 1 the flrait gate, and 
narraw way, which leadeth unto life: Lord 
give me grace to avoid hell, and to ſtrive to 
enter into heaven; ſtrive by prayer without 
ceaſing at all times, and in all places, 
lifting up my heart to thee, O God, till I 
awake up after thy likeneſs, and be ſatisfied 


with it. Think often upen the fin you are 


moſt inclined to, and where lieth your greateſt 
danger of falling, and cry heartily, O my 


God, I beg a double portion of thy grace 
120 * 5 


thy inviſible aid againſt this fin, which 


does ſo eaſily beſet me: without thy help 


I cannot ſtand. Stretch forth thy right 
hand, and fave me: hold thou up my 
goings in thy paths; that my footſteps ſlip 
not. At going out, or commg in, 

bleſs, and preſerve me in my going ou 
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and my in from D time note 


for 8 When 41 
| wh ny no ane For 


of Jeſus, thee is, — ow 
thou 3 of God, that takeſt away the 
ſins of the world, as all treaſures are laid 
up in this name of thine, let me feel the 
kind force of it, in which I, and all finners, 
do read our and —— our 
ilt, and our vation. Be thou my 
Zeſus, be thou my Saviour in life, in the 


hour of death, and in the day of: judgment. 


When you are about 


eat buſineſs, or im- 
partant deſign, Lord Lord Nek, and proſper me. 
When'y 1 or in any great 

or danger, Lord, be thou my help, for vain 
is the help of man. Ihen under row 
and difquiet of Mind, O Lord, thou 
call upon me in the time of trouble, fo will 


I hear thee. Q Lao: as appearing, 


unto me; I have waited” for thee: be thou 


— every morning, my ſalvation alfo 
9 in 


r rr 
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in this time of trouble. Haſte thee, O 
God, to deliver me, make haſte to help me, 
O Lord God. 

Upin any loſs, or adverſity, *© The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, bleſ- 
ted be the Name of the Lord: Thy 
will, not mine be done, even lo, Father, 
for ſo it ſeemeth good in thy ſight. ”— 
conſidlering theſe words of Gain Paul, God 


was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto him- 


elf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. 


He hath — him (i. e. 2551 to be fin for us, 
who knew no fin, that we m wr be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him. by grace are 
ye Javed, through faith; and that not of your= 
ſelves; it is the gift of Gad. Theſe are glad 
tidings, bleſſed, and welcome news to me, 
O God, who am convinced of exceeding 
ſinfulneſs in my worlt eſtate, and of re- 
maining ſinfulneſs in my - beſt. I ſee no 
other foundation, or procuring cauſe of 

pardon, but Chris righteouſneſs, in his 
molt perfect obedience wrought for me, and 
applied to me. Therefore being juſtified 
by Faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Zeſus Chriſt. The double impu- 
tation of my {in to Chrift, and Chrift's 


_ righteouſneſs to me, is my ſupport, This 


E will 


me not ſatisfy m 
xs one; but give me grace to examine the 
fruits of my faith, and try whether it-is true 
and ſincere by my works, leſt I deceive 
_- myſelf; and others. For if it is 2 uue 
faith, it will purify my heart, ſet my affec- 
tions on things above, and bring forth the 
_ Traits of good good 
tree will bring forth good fruit, ſo _ 
the fruit we may know it. her you 
mud to any fin, Lord, help — 1 * 
- me wih thy grace, that I may conquer ſin, 
the wotid, and tho devil; ſay unto my Soul, 
_ thy alten. — Alle ou hav reed | 
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will 3 — peace and acceptance before | 
tri 


ibunal ; without which, 1 

— not appear. But, O Lard, let not this 

this reviving: doctrine of wr 
uſtification through faith. in Chrif, (whic 

— his yoke eaſy, and his burden light) 

tempt me to abuſe this grace, and make it 


an dceaſion of fin, God forbid. Thou 


Haſt declared in thy holy word, that without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe thee, and that 


in Jeſur Chrift availeth nothing but faith 
that worketh by love, the love of thee, my 
God, and my neighbour, Work in me 


this holy and unreproveable faith, and let 
vel If with a dead and liſe- 


works, as cettainly as a 


any 


—— ——— 
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any mercies from God, Conſider that every 
comfort, every deliverance, every bleſſin 
has a voice, which cries in our ears; O! 
that men would therefore praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs. The man after God's 
own heart declares, as an inviting example 
for our practice; I will bleſs the Lord at 
all times: his praiſe ſhall continually be in 
my mouth: yea, as long as I have any 
being, I will ſing praiſes unto my God. 
O! that I may ſhew forth my thankfulneſs, 
not only with my lips, but in a holy life 


and converſation ! 


den the weather is unſeaſonable, Father, 
forgive us thoſe ſins, for which thou art 


juſtly diſpleaſed; remember, O Lord, to 


erown the year with thy goodneſs, and fo 
renew the face of the earth, that the paſtures 
and fields may rejoice, laugh, and ſing, and 
we may reap the fruits of them in plenty. 
ben the weather is fair, and there is a 
od harveſt, We praiſe and bleſs thy Name, 
O Lord, for theſe great and undeſerved 
mercies, let us ſhew by holy lives and con- 
verſations our thankfulneſs, for opening thy 
hand, and filling us with 1 5.— 
Before you go a journey, O God, in whom IL 
live, and move, and have my being, let thy 
5 K 2 provis 
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providence be my guard, thy grace my de- 
fence, and thy bleſſed ſelf my portion now 
and ever more, through 7efas Chriſt our 
Lord. Upon your ſafe return from a journey, 
All glory be to thee, O God, who haſt pre- 
ſerved, and kept me from all the dangers of 
the way, ſo that not a bone of me is broken. 
ben you think upon theſe words of St. Paul, 
Having made peace through the ble of his 
croſs, O bleſſed Jeſus, thy croſs is like the 
ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land; 
raiſed up to ſcreen and ſhelter us from the 
burning heat of the wrath of almighty God. 
'Thine arms are ſtretched out to embrace 
every prodigal ſon, every repenting and 
returning ſinner: thy wounds, the cities of 
refuge ſet open for us to turn in, and be ſafe. 
Thou, O riſt, haſt ſuffered all for us, in 
our nature, in 'our' ſtead, as pur ſacrifice 
And pur ſurety, to make atonement and 

ee to God for our ſins. Thou 
haſt paid the whole debt to the utmoſt far- 
thing, to the laſt demand of infinite Fultice, 


and fo made peace through the blood of thy 


croſs. But if I have not a hand to take 
what thy hand either holds, or offers, what 
is ſufficient” in thee, cannot be effectual to 
me. Therefore, O merciful Saviour, give 
: 3 . JI RIL min 
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me faith, that ſpiritual band, whereby I 
may fetch home, and apply to my foul the 
healing virtue of thy croſs, and live as be- 
je the *. of the F ee 
think upon theſe words of Chriſt, No man 
a 158 two maſters, {4 a 0 Lord, as thou 
haſt given thy whole ſelf to me, how ſhould 
J dare to offer thee only the half of my 
heart? O! no, I am wholly thine. Here 
I reſign my body, ſoul, and ſpirit again into 
thy hands for an intire facrifice, "Vive me 
grace to love thee with all my heart, with 
all my ſoul, and with all my ſtrength, and 
to ſerve thee alone all the days of my life. 
ien troubled with diſorderly od ſinful 
thoughts, Make me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right ſpirit within me; burn 
up all the droſs of my affections, and fay to 
my polluted foul, as thou didſt to the leper, 
T will; be thou clean. en buying, or 
felling, when in the foep, or market, Lord, 
give me grace to uſe this world, ſo as not 
to abuſe it; aud grant that I may never go 
deyond, qr. defraud my brother in any 
7 for thou art the avenger of all ſuch. 
Make me keep a conſcience void of offence 
toward God, and toward man. — 
boring thy neighbour curſe, or fwear, Father 
N. 5 z 
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forgive him, for he knows not what he 
doth, and plant in him a fear of thy holy 
name, that he may never any more commit 
this great fin, and wickedneſs. — V hen you 
hear any one backbiting, Jprocding falſe reports 
of his neighbour, or uſing his tongue ill any other 
way, O Lord, as the tongue is full of deadly 
poiſon, a world of iniquity, which ſetteth 
on fire the courſe of nature, and is ſet on 
fire of hell: and as without thy grace it is 
an unruly member, and cannot be tamed, 
fo I beſeech thee, O Lord, to ſet a watch 
before my mouth, and keep the -door of 
my lips, that I offend not with my tongue. 
Let it not curſe, abuſe, or ſpeak evil of any 
one, but let it be employed in praiſing thee 
for all thy mercies, O let not mine heart 
be inclined to any evil thing: let me not 
be occupied in ungodly works, with the 
men that work wickedneſs. I hen inclined 
10 le proud of your ſenſe, and underflanding, of 
- your riches, beauty, firength, ar good: works, 
Lord, who and what am I, that I ſhould be 
proud and ſelf-conceited? I, who am vile 
earth, and ſinful duſt and aſhes! theſe: are 
thy gifts to me, unworthy of the leaſt of 
them: Lord, give me grace to uſe them to 
thy. Slory. Make me humble, and lowly 
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in my owyn eyes, and always remember that 
thy beloved Gon Jeſus preſſed no other duty 

on his hearers ſo often as humility of mind, 
and poverty of ſpirit.  ** Learn of me,” ſays 
Chriſt, “ for I am meek, and lowly in heart, 
and you ſhall find reſt for your ſouls.” 
+ Whoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf, ſhall be 
abaſed, and he that ſhall humble himſelf, 
ſhall be exalted.” This was he teaching 
all his life long. Grant, Lord, that this 
doctrine may fink into my heart, that I may 
be poor in ſpirit, meek, humble, modeſt, 
and contented; and that I may place all my 
glory in being, in having power ta do, and 
in deſerving nothing, but in Feſus Ghrift. 
ben inclined te be praud of dreſs and 
apparel, Conſider that it was fin only which 


made a covering neceſſary, and may that 


thought humble you. If our firſt parents, 
Adam and Eve had not ſinned againſt God, 


| and ſo loſt their robe of righteomſneſs, they 


never would have ſtood in need of ftig-leaves 
to cover them. Conſider that pride was 


not made for man, and that God has gra- 
ciouſly promiſed to dwell with the humble, 
and the 

Conſider that pride of any kind is the be- 
ginning of ſin, and that it is molt diſpleaſ- 


t he beholdeth the proud afar off. 


o ing 
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ing to God. It was for pride that God 
threw the fallen angels from their bright 
throne of glory, and thruſt them into ever- 
laſting darkneſs. Pride caſt our firſt pa- 
rents out of Paradiſe. Beware therefore 
of this ſin, which infects high and low, 
rich and poor, one with another, and cry, 
O meek and humble Fe/us (who being in 
the form of God, thought it no 1 to 
be equal with God, but made thyſelf of no 
reputation, and took upon thee the form of 
a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of 
men: and being found in faſhion as a man, 
humbled thyfelf, and became obedient unto 
death,' even the death of the croſs for us 
men, and for our ſalvation,) give me ſuch 
a meaſvre of thy grace that ro be en- 
abled to fight againſt pride of every kind, 
that great enemy of my ſoul, and watch 
and pray without ceaſing that I be not 
overcome by it, but beat it down under my 
feet, and be'cloathed with humility.— M ben 
hearing good of any one, Lord, let him grow 
in grace, and make him fruitful in ev 

good word, and work. ben thinking upon 
theſe words of king Solomon, He that hath pity 
* the poor lendeth unto the Lerd; and that 


ich he hath given will he pay him again, As 


4 Thou, 
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Thou, O God, haſt committed talents to 
every, one, ſo make every, one a, good 
Steward of them. Give me thy all-power- 
ful grace to employ my riches, and every 
good thing, which I have received from 
thee, to thy glory, and the benefit of my 
brethren. O bleſſed Jalus, thou haſt aſſured 
me in the moſt moving manner, that thou 
ſhalt hereaſter regard the clothing of the 
naked, the feeding of the hungry, and the 
viſiting of the fo ck, and impriloned, as 
offices done to thyſelf, and reward them 
accordingly : Matt, xxv. Let theſe won- 
derfully perſuaſive paſſages. in hog On 

ture make me go about doing 
me always remember that what ou give Ls 
will not only remain with me, hut be re- 
paid with a full and large intereſt, not by 
merit, but by promiſe.— hen thinking upon 
og Providence, O God, it is my Comfort, 
that nothing can happen to me, but by thy 
permiſlion, or direction. Give me grace 
to fear thee. only, and to commit my all 
into the hands 1 thee my faithful Creator 
and Preſetyer. Let me ſee myſelf thy 
care, aud under the conduct of thy provi 
dence, ordering and over-ruling my whole 
lie, and every circumſtance of it. ben 
| thinking 
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thinking upon our temporal advantages, and 
ſpiritual privileges, Who, or what nation is 
hke unto thee, O England? Behold, how 
highly favoured by thy Maker! Bleſſed of 
the Lord is our land, a land where there is 
no want of any thing, that is in the earth: 
bleſſed with the precious things of heaven, 
and with the precious things of the earth, 
_- — * thereof. Bleſſed "op, the 
ory of the | of our Lord Feſus Chr: 
thoſe e good dings of good, 2 leben of 
every bleſſing, of all” good things in one; 
| the very beſt that eart Id receive, or 
heaven proclaim. Conſider, O man, that 
God for theſe mercies has a right to de- 
mand, My ſon, give me thy heart. Sing 
_ the * a new ſong, give glory unto 
and declare his praiſe in the 
. hm the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
arm not all his benefits, who ſatisfieth 
thy mouth with good things, and crowneth 
mee with ' mercy, and -kindneſs, 
crowneth thee with Aragon 6 rough the 
merits of a crucified ue. hen you lock 
upon the rainbaw, Praiſe him that made it; 
very beautiful'it is in the brightneſs thereof: 
it compaſſeth the heaven about with a glo- 
rious circle, Adore, and praiſe * 
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neſs of the moſt High, whoſe hands have 
bended it, and ſet it there, to aſſure us, 
that the waters ſhall no more become a 
flood to deſtroy all fleſh. This is the faithſul 
witneſs in heaven, that the Lord preſerveth 
both man and beaſt, and that his tender 
mercies are over all his works. This is 
the ſeal, and token of that bleſſed covenant 
of grace and mercy, whereby we are now 
ſaved not only from a deluge of waters, 
but from eternal death. This bow writes 
in beautiful colours, what the angels ſung 
in ſweet ſtrains; © Peace on earth, and 
good will towards men. It is not only 
the ſtamp of inſurance for the continued 
welfare of this preſent world; but a com- 
fortable token ot a better ſtate, and happier 
kingdom :—a kingdom, wherein a rainbow 
is repreſented, as ſurrounding the throne. 
Kev. iv. Glory be to thee, 8 Lord. A. 
giving alms, ar doing any goed work,. To 
thee, O God, be the glory af all the good I 
enjoy, for it is from thee I received it: To 
thee be the glory of all the good I think, or 
do; fot it is thy grace enables me, it is 
Holy Spirit, that works in me both to wi 
and = thy pleaſure.— I hen tindling u fire, 
Be thou, O God, as a conſuming fire, to 
too . Purge 
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purge away the droſs and filth of mine 
iniquity: and let my heart now burn with 
this ſalutary flame unto light everlaſting, 
that my ſoul may not burn hereafter with 
the fire of everlaſting puniſhment. — V hen 
lighting a candle, © enlighten my eyes, that 


I may ſee what the riches of thy grace are.. 


Or ſay, the ſpirit of man is the candle of 
the Lord: it has no light of it's own, but 


muſt dexive it all from Chrift, and the 
Holy Spirit. O thou that wert a light to 


lighten the Gentiles, who ſat in darkneſs; 
do thou enlighten the natural ignorance of 
my underſtanding. Let thy word dwell in 
me richly in all knowledge, and be a lamp 
to my feet, and a light unto my paths. 
Let thy grace make me careful to maintain 

ood Works; that my light may ſhine be- 

ore men to the glory of my Father, which 
is. in heaven. Let me not quench the ſpirit 
by impure thoughts, and an unholy converſa- 


tion, leſt my lamp be put out in obſcure 


darkneſs, and my ſoul, with the fooliſſi 
virgins, be ſhut out from thy preſence; and 
reſerved in everlaſting chains under darkneſs 
unto the judgment of the great day.— hen 
thinking upon Ged and religion, Whom have 
J in heaven but thee? and there is none 
upon 
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earth, that I deſire in compariſon. of 
thee. This is life eternal to know ' thee 
the only true God, and Feſus Chrift whom 
thou haſt ſent. Lord, increaſe this know- 
ledge in me every day ; guide me with thy 
counſel ;- and after that receive me with 
glory. — Againft temptation, O Lord, keep 
the temple of my body holy, that thy 
Spirit may always there inhabit, and ſo no 
room be left for any unclean ſpirit to enter 
into my ſoul, and tempt me. ben re- 
cerving any injury, or tl language, Lord 
Feſus, give me grace to follow thy example, 
and to tread in thy ſteps, who being reviled 
didſt not revile again. — I hen ſeeing it rain, 


Thou, O God, of thy goodneſs viſiteſt the 


earth with the former and the latter rain, 
that it may bring forth fruit: ſend down 
the refreſhing ſhowers of thy Spirit upon 
my ſoul; that I may go from ſtrengih to 
ſtrength, and appear before thee in tlie 
heavenly Sion. — hen it tbundereih, God 
thundereth marvellouſly with his voice, - he 
directeth the ſound of it under the whole 
heaven, and his lightning unto the ends of 


the earth. O that the world may take 


notice of this voice of the glorious God, and 
the inhabitants of the earth learn righteouſ- 
F 


neſs! 
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neſs l. ben ſeeing it ſnow, Purge me with 
hyſſop, and J ſhall be clean; waſh me, O 
Lord, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow.— 


Hhen you go to a feaſt, or entertainment, 


Lord, grant I may taſte the good things, 
which thou haſt given us, with thankfulneſs 
and temperance, that I may never be over- 
charged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 


and that nothing may proceed out of my 


mouth, but what is innocent, and becoming 
2 Chriſtian.— hen laughed at for going ts 
ehurch,- er performing any rehgious vo 
bleſſed Jeſus, let me rejoice that I an 
counted worthy to fuffer ſhame and 

for thy Name ſake. ben dtjeed aud 


caſt dum, Why art thou fo heavy, O 


foul : and why art thou ſo diſquieted within 
me? O put thy truſt in God, for I wil 
yet give him thanks, which is _—_— of 
my countenance, and my God. O = 
burden upon the Lord, and he ſhall nouri 

thee. —- hen thinking upon Chrift's being 
culla hy the prophet Feremiahy The Lori aur 
Righteauſneſs, O bletſed Jeſus; thou art dur 
wiſdom, to enlighten our ignorant minds, 
to guide and direct us; eur righteou (neſs, 
to juſtify to pardon our guilty perſons, bo- 


to 
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©. renew our corrupt natures, and make 
us meet for eternal glory; our redemption, 
to deliver us from all evil, and ſave us from 
all our enemies, ſin, the world, and the 
devil; and to render us, both in body and 
foul, perfectly, and eternally happy. I 
diſclaim all ſelf- righteouſneſs, as filthy 
mgs: my own righteoufneſs being a gar- 
ment too narrow to wrap myſelf in: no 
more able to ſhelter me from the wrath of 
God, than the aprons of fig leaves were to 
aur firſt parents, when they had ſinned, 1 


lay hold on thee by faith, as the Lord my 


righteonſneſs, my only Redeemer and Sa- 


viour: I lean, and rely upon thee alone for 


Salvation. I fly to thy purifying; blood, 
that: all my ſins may be blotted out, nd 
that 1 may be cloathed in robes- of thy 
righteouſneſs, and ſo be found unblameable 
and unreproveable in the preſence of angels, 
and the whole world, gathered toge 3 
and what is infinitely more to be | 
in the ſight of the all pure, all powerful 
God. conſidering ibe decay of that 
zealous piery, which 1vas the glory of Chriftia- 
miy in the firft ages, O Lord, I pray thee, come 
among us, and raiſe up a ſpirit of primitive 
holineſs; put thy laws into our minds,.and 
n F 2 write 
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write them in our hearts. Let us live, and 
love as brethren, © Let every one that 
nameth the name of Chri/t, depart from 
iniquity. — l ben you think on your baptiſmal 
ww, and promiſe to repent, believe, and obey, 
O Lord, as in baptiſm I was born again of 
| Water and the ſpirit, and entered into the 
covenant of grace in Chrift, which holy 
covenant by my tranſgreſſions I have often, 
and ſhametully broken, ſo let me now die 
from ſin, and riſe again unto righteouſ- 
neſs ; and always remember that, the laver 
of regeneration will not avail, without the 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. _ Let nothing 
be ſeen in me but Chriſt, his charity, 
humility, meekneſs, and purity, his mo- 
deſty, patience, and whatever has any rela- 
tion to the holineſs of his manners. O 
Jeſut, thou precious incorruptible, and 
divine robe of thy faithful members! grant 
that I may never loſe thee, and that I may 
be cloathed with thee before the tribunal of 
thy Father. — hen thinking upon the wiſe 
wirgins, that trimmed their lamps, O Lord, 
as I know neither the day, nor the hour 
when the Son of. Man cometh, give me 
grace therefore to watch, and never, like 
the fooliſh virgins, ſuffer my lamp to go 
IT POWs N Out, 
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out, but be always trimming it, that my 
heart, this lamp, may be full of oil, full of 


_ faith and works, that when the cry is 


made, ** Behold the Bridegroom cometh,” 
I may de ready with joy to go out to meet 
kim, and enter with him to the marriage.— 
When a women is in her labour, O my foul, 
wait thou ſtill upon God, for my hope is in 
him. O my God, be thou my help in this 
time of my trouble; for without thee, vain 
is the help of man. O let it be thy plea- 
fure to deliver me; make haſte, O Lord, 
to help me: that I may ſhew the voice of 
thankſgiving, and fel} of alt thy wondrous 
works among the faithful, and in the Con- 
gregation hen thinking upon theſe words 
of aint Paul, in us, that is in our fleſh dwelleth 
2p good thing, Lord, we contefs our loſt 
eſtate : our nature is corrupted. with the 
teprofy- of fin, there is no ſoundneſs, no 
health in it. - We fly therefore to thee, O 
Fejus, thou great Phyſician, for a cure. 

ord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make us 
clean. ' Shew the light of thy countenance 
npon us, and we ſhall be whole; redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify-us unto thy- 


telf à peculiar people ous -of good 
F 3 Conſider 
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Conſider often that the Lord Feſus ſhall 
de revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not the 
goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who thall 
be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power. Meditate on the 
day of the Lord, which, St. Peter informs 
us, will come as a thief in the night; in 
the which the heavens ſhall paſs away with 
a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth alſo, and the 
works that are therein ſhall be burned up. 
Sceing then that all theſe things ſhall be 
diſſolved, what manner of perſons ought ye 
to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs, 
looking for, and haſting unto the coming 
of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the 
elements ſhall melt with | fervent heat? 
Think often that you hear the laſt trumpet 
| ſounding, ariſe ye dead, and come to 
judgment. And may this awaken all that 
are dead in ſin to a life of righteouſneſs. 
] den thinking on theſe words of Chriſt to the 
- goats, i. e. the withed, on the left hand at the 


_ laſt great day, depart from me, ye curſed, into 
b | | ede 
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Alling fire prepared for the devil, and his an- 
gel, O God, who can think without fear 
ang trembling. on this certain puniſhment 
of all unrepenting ſinners, to be ſhut. out 
of heaven, to be caſt headlong into hell, 
where there is weeping, and gnaſhing of 
teeth, where their worm dieth not, and the 
dre is not quenched, and where they are 
abandoned to rage and deſpair for ever and 
ever? Grant, Lord, that all unbelievers, as 
well as thoſe, who confeſs Chri with their 
tongues; but renounce him in their lives, 
and deny him in their works, chriſtians out- 
wardly, but heathens, and worſe than hea- 
thens in their hearts, and converſations, may 
conſider their latter end, and pray for grace 
to repent, believe, and obey, that they may 
not be plucked away fuddenly, and tum- 
dled into hell, that ocean of fire and brim- 
tone. From theſe bitter pains of eternal 
death, Lord deliver us. ben think- 
in on Chriſt's wordt do the ſheep, i. e. the 
god, on his right hand, come, ye bleſſed of my 
father, mberit the. kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world, O comfort- 
able words! O happineſs! which cannat 
de conceived, or ſufficiently valued | what 
tears ought not this hape to wipe from a 
4d & eyes 
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eyes? Hear, O my God, and breathe into 
my heart that ſpirit, which renews me after 
thine own image, in righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs. - Set up thy kingdom, O -Feſu, in 
my heart! for to become thy faithful ſer- 
vant, is more to me than ten thouſand 
worlds. O let me hear at laſt this — 
ſentence, theſe raviſhing words, 
ye blefied of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world. —J/hen thinking on theſe 
words, can any hide himſelf in ſecret places, 
that I ſhall nat fee him? ſaith the Lord: Do 
not I fill heaven and earth ? ſaith the Lord. 
As thine eyes, O Lord, are in every place, 
beholding the evil, and the good: As thou 
—— fecrgin 0f-all hearts; give me 
. grace always to carry in mind "theſe 
2 truths, that I may and in awe, and 
p _ = 2 hes to ſin as carefully 
in my amber, as I would do in 
the = — place. O all- ſeeing God, 
grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things 
direct and rule my heart, that I may never 
- offend ther in ht, word, or work. 
Let me remember we muſt all ap- 
Pear before the Judgment Seat of Chriß. 
wat * may receive the things * 


ä 


Jet if we look into our own. breaſis, they 
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ir: his body, according to that he hath done, 


whether it he good os bad. hen thinking 


an theſe words of Chriſt, without me ye can «2 
x:thing, and. ns man can come to me, except the 
Father, which hath ſent me, dxaw him. Lord, 
Jam ſenſible of my own ignorance, ſinful- 
nefs, and want of power to do any thing 
that is good without thee : And as thou, 
O Father of mescies, haſt promiſed to hear 
the prayers of all that call upon thee ; ſo 1 
humbly beſeech thee to nouriſh my foul 
with the faith, and love of Jeſus, who is 
the way, the truth, and the life; the true 
bread. which cometh down from heaven, 
and giveth life to the world. Draw me by 
thy grace, that every faculty of my ſoul and 
body may obey thee, and run after thee 
with joy in the ways of thy commandments, 
that after having fought the good fight of 
ſaith, I may lay hold on eternal - life 
through Jeſus Our Saviour. io! 13 i uit 
A ben thinking upon theſe words of Chriſt, 
where there mot len cleanſed ?- bu! where are 
the nine? there are nat found that: returned to 
de glory 160 God, fave this. firauger. > O 
Lord, we ſtand aſtoniſhed at the ſtupidlity 
of the, nine baſe unthankful- lepets : and 


art. 
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arc able to reproach us as Nathan did 
David, with a! Thou art the Man.” Nay 
thou art worſe than the worſt of thoſe 
men, whom thou blameſt for forgetting 
one mercy ; for every one of us have re- 
ceived often, and great inſtances of thy 
goodneſs: and yet (inſenſible wretches that 
we are |) ſcarce one among us takes care 
to acknowledge it in any tolerable manner, 
or makes his praiſes in eaſe and proſperity, 
Hold proportion with his prayers, when in 
miſery and want. Lord, give me a faithful, 
thankful, and obedient heart. ph 
As no hour paſſes by without ſome in- 
ſtance of God's bounty; ſo it is fit that 
none ſhould paſs without a zealous and 
conſtant love of ſo good a God, without 
a thankful remembrance of every good gift, 
lives cometh down ou above, from the 
ather of Lights. In every thing give 
thanks, ſa 2 Paul ; for/this is he will 
of God. Every day's experience convinces 
us, that thoſe who are continually taken up 
with the pleaſures, buſineſs, and cares of 
life, forget their divine and ſpiritual nature, 
decome like the beaſts, wholly earthly and 
ſenſual ; Let us often ſtand ſtill, and con- 
ſider the wondrous works of God, which on 
| I 
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raiſe our minds from earth to heaven. Con- 
fider this world as à great ſtorehouſe of 
bleſſings, and look forward unto the other 
world, and truſting in your Saviour's merits, 
you may ſay, not wo only, but both theſe 
worlds are mine. virtue of my Re- 
deemer's rover x I polleſs the com- 
forts of this liſe: and on the fame un- 
ſhaken footing, I ſtand intitled to the un- 
ſpeakable happineſs of a better. As God 
hath made every thing beautiful; as the 
whole heaven and earth are rich with his 
odneſs: ſo let our hearts and tongues be 
ever full of his praiſes. The ſoul is never 
touched with ſuch j joy, delight and ſatisfac- 
tion, as when God is ſeen, heard, enjoyed, 
and praiſed in all his works, The religi- 
ous is the only wiſe man, and true lover of 
wiſdom; and the pleaſures of the mindand 
imagination have never their proper reliſh, 
lll they are ripened by the exerciſe of devo- 
tion. May we all make the beautiful works, 
and. various fcenes of _ A 1 170 to 
grace, anda ſtep to glory! God's tender 
mercies are over all his works. Who that 
. . has any faith, or even eyes to behold the 
wondrous works of the Almighty, can ſot 
dear crying out with an holy —— 
| WI 
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with an ecſtaſy of praiſe: O Lord God of 
Hoſts; who is like unto thee ! alf thy works 
praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy faints give 
thanks unto thee. Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God of Hoſts, heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt 
high! Holy minds have been ever wont 
to look through theſe bodily objects at ſpi- 
ritual, and heavenly. But why ſhould 1 
ſeek any other author, than the Lord of 
lite himſelf? who upon the drawing of 
water from the well of $hilo, on the day of 
the great Hoſanna, took occaſion to ſpeak 
of thoſe living waters, which ſhould flow 
from every true believer ; John vii. 37 and 
upon occaſion of a bodily feaſt, Luke xiv. 
entered into that divine diſcourſe of Ged's 
gracious invitation of us to that ſpiritual 
food of grace and glory. Thus we ſhould 
be climbing up in our thoughts from earth 
to keaven; and ſuffer no object to come in 
our way without ſome ſpiritual ufe and ap- 
plication.” I ſay, when we view the beau- 
ties of the creation, let us always conſidet 
to whom we ſtand indebted for all theſe en- 
tertainments of our ſenſes; and who it is, 
that thus openeth his hand, and filleth the 
world with good. Such an habitual _— 
| ton 
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fition of mind conſecrates every field and 
wood; turns an ordinary walk into amorn- 
ing or evening ſacrifice : let us make - this 
heavenly uſe of all earthly enjoyments: 
whatever is pleaſurable, or charming be- 
low; let it raiſe our deſires to thoſe ſub- 
lime delights above, which will fill us with 
never-ending ſatisfaction and joy.—#/ ten 
you eat the fruit of the trees, Glory be to thee, 
O God, for the ſweet and delicious fruits 
of the trees of this earth; O that I may 
taſte of the fruit of that tree, wbich -grow- 
eth in the midſt of the paradiſe of God !— 


| Upon ſmelling of a roſe, Let this beautiful 


wer remind me ot the roſe of Sharon 
(Canticler ii. 1.) of Chrift, that glorious per- 
fon; in whom dwelleth all the fulneſs of 
the godhead bodily, Let every ſweet teach 
me to thirſt after the eternal fountain, and 
pour out my thanks to thee, O God, the 
great and bountiful giver. —Upon a fine proſ- 
pet; What a pleaſing variety is here? This 
is no other than a natural and real land- 
ſcape, dran by that Almighty hand in this 
table of the earth for the pleaſure of our 
view; no other creature beſides man is ca- 
pable to admire this beauty. Whilſt I ferd 
my eyes, may I not forget to praiſe my 
; G Maker. 
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Maker. But there is a fight, O my foul, 
that offers thee a truer and fuller delight, 
even this Heaven above thee: all other 
proſpects end in this: this glorious:cirom- 
ference bounds, and circles, and inlightens 
all that thine eye can ſce; whether thou 
look upward, or forward, or about thee, 
there thine eye alights, there let thy thoughts 
be fixed. One inch of this lightfome fir. 
mament hath more beauty in it, than the 
whole face of the earth; and yet this is but 
the floor of that goodly building, the out- 
ward curtain of that glorious tabernacle; 
couldſt thou but (O that thou couldſt) look 
within that veil, how ſhouldſt thou be ra- 
viſhed with that bleſsful tight? There, in 
that incomprehenſible light, thou ſhould 
ſee him, whom none can fee, and not be 
bleſſed ; ihou ſhouldſt ſee millions of pure 
© majeſtical angels, holy and een 
ſouls. 
Thou, O Lord Jeſus, toldeſt t . difeix 
s for their comfort, that in thy Father's 
houfe were many manſions, and thou me 
going to prepare a place for them. 
a, Pu wg I body pray, that in this 


A2 — glory thou — prepare a place 


for me * poor and 11 ſervant.— 
IT Men 
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Ii len you laat upon the clouds, O Lord Fe/us, 


who wenteſt up in a cloud into heaven, and 
{hall come again in the clouds of heaven to 
the laſt judgment; when I look upward, let 
me fee the ſenſible monuments both of 
thine aſcenſion and return; let no cloud of 
warldlineſs, or unbelief hinder me from 
following thee in thine aſcenſion, or from 
— thee in thy return. — Chen the 
view of the warld ; O God, if my body have 
fellowſhip here amongſt beaſts, of whoſe 
earthly ſubſtance it partakes: Let my' foul 
be united to thee, the God of ſpirits; and 
be raiſed up to enjoy the ſfeciety of thy 
bleſſed angels: acquaint me before · hand 
with thoſe citizens and affairs of thine 
heaven, and make me no ſtranger to my 
future glory. ben looking through glaſſes ʒ 
We have many glaſſes for our ule fo 
natural as well as ſpiritual eyes. We look 
through the glaſs of the creatures, and fee 
the power and wiſdom of their Maker: 
we look through the glaſs of the Scriptures, - 
and fee the great myſtery of our redemption 
by Fefus Chrift, and the glory of our 
heavenly. inheritance. O Lord, grant that 
I. may ſee thee in every thing; and that as 
my natural eyes decay and grow dim, ſo 
{hace MP. — 
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my ſpiritual eye may grow clearer and 
2 and — aw e thee in 
this world only through a glaſs darkly, in 
the world to come I may fee thee face to 
face - ben loking upon a houſe, O my 
God, make me in love with that city, which 
hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker 
is God:. O when ſhall this earthly honſe of 
my tabernacle be diſſolved, and I received 


into that building of God, the houſe not 


made with hands, eternal in the heavens! 


pon the fight of a bright ſty full of ſtars 
'The heavens declare the glory of God and 


. the firmament ſheweth his handy work: if 


this pavement of heaven is ſo glorious, what 
muſt the throne of God be? I bleſs thee, 
O Lord, for what I fee with theſe bodily 
eyes; but, if thou ſhalt but draw the cur- 
tain, and let me by the eye of faith ſee the 
inſide of that thy glorious frame, I ſhall 
need no other happineſs here; my ſoul 
cannot be capable of more favour than fight 
here, and enjoyment hereafter. —Upon being 
in the dark; If darkneſs in this life is 

uncomfortable, dreadful muſt be the-condi- 
tion of thoſe damned fouls, that are for ever 
ſhut out from the preſence of God, and 


| fentenced to exquiſite and everlaſting dark. 
du * 


neſs; 
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neſs ; ſtom which, good Lord, deliver us. 
Let this darkneſs put me in mind, that 1 


ſprung out of. darkneſs, and ſo muſt have 


remained, ii thy ſpirit had not moved on 
the face of the deep, and thy word ſaid, 
« Let there be light.” Lan occaſion of # 
7 brought into a dark room, If the light 
r.candle be ſo, comfortable, what is 
_ ight of the glorious ſun, the great 
lam — heaven? But much more, what is 
the light of Chrift, that infinitely glorious 
— of righteouſneſs, who gave that light 
to the ſun, and that ſun to the world? O 
thou, who art the true light, ſhine ever 
through all the dark corners of my ſoul; 
and from theſe weak glimmerings of grace, 
bring me to the perfect brightnels of- thy 
„ on Jeerng the leadſione drati irony 
raw. thou me, O Lord, and 1 
after thee: knit my. heart unto thee, that 1 
y fear thy name.——(Upon the. fight of 4 
* man, Lord, make this diſtreſſed crea» 
ture amends for this defect — other way 3 
make the eye of his faith quicker, his in- 
oe 0 man 2 and bi Rope more 
iven | me the light of the eyes; may ade. 
e 


giv 


ET 
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give me not over to that ſpiritual darkneſs, 
which can fall upon none but thoſe that tive 
without thee, and who muſt periſh eternally 
becauſe they want thee. Upon the fight of 
one that is lame, or full of fores, pain, and 
- miſery, O God, why am not I thus? it is 
owing to thy mercy and goodneſs, not my 
merit and deſert. Thine be the praiſe, and 
mine the thankfulneſs. Lord, eaſe this thy 
ſervant, and viſit him with thy ſalvation.— 
Upon ſeeing men quarrel and fight, O thou 
that art the God of peace, compoſe the un- 
quiet hearts of men to an happy and uni- 
verſal love, and agreement, and at laſt re- 
freſh our ſouls with the multitude of peace. 
bon hearing F an eartbquabe, O Lord, 
let dur hearts quake, and rend at this terri- 
ble judgment, as the earth did, that we 
may take warning, ſin no more, leſt we 
periſh. Ihen hearing r 
each others 'blazd,, O God of peace, who 
art at once the Lord of Hoſt, and Prince of 
Peace, compoſe our differences, correct our 
offenſive contentiouſnefs; give us war with 
ſpiritual wiekedneſs, and peace with out 
brethren.—-Upen® the fight! M u ſnake, We 
find a horror in ourſelves at the ſight of a 
ſerpent· We were ſtung in Paradiſe, and 
98 939 2 8 cannot 
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cannot but feel. But every day we are 
-wounied' with the ſting of that old ſerpent, 
and complain not; and ſo much more deadly 
is that ſting, by how much it is leſs felt. 
If 1 complain enough, I cannot fail of a 
cure; O thou, which art the true brazen 
ſerpent, lifted up in the wilderneſs of this 
world, raife up mine eyes to thee, and faſten, 
them upon thee ; thy mercy ſhall make 
me whele.—Upon men's fpeaking evi of us 
b e Why ſhould I be troudled with the 
whiſperings of 58 venomous, and mali- 

cious tongues? O God, the devil flandered 

thee in Paradiſe ; O Saviour, men flandered 
thee on earth; give me grace, O thou glo- 

rieus pattern of reproached innocence 10 
conform myſelf to thy ſufferings, that T 

may patiently overcome all that any way 
deſame, or injure me.—Upon a being 
brought into a court of juftice, With what 
terror doth this malefactor ftand at that bar? 
0 God, with what horror ſhall the guilty 
ſfoul ſtand before thy dreadful tribunal in 
the day of the great aſſizes of the world, 
where this ſhocking ſentence will be paſſed 
e upon the wicked, ** Depart ye curſed into 
a . everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and 
a dis angels? Grant, © God, that theſe 
0 n terrors 


* 
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terxors may make me wiſe to hold a privy 
ſeſſions upon my ſoul, and actions, that 
88 127 my own — may 
not be condemned by thee; and being judg- 
d by myſelf, I may not be candemned 
with the world, 1 5 | 110 
Remember that thou art an eternal ſpi- 
Tit, that thou art but for a few days, months, 
or years in a. ſtate of fleſh and blood, only 
to try, whether you ſhall be for ever happy 
with God, or er ever miſerable with the 

devil. . Remember that your life is but 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and 
then. vaniſheth away; that thou art in the 
body only io be holy, humble and heavenly. 
minded; that thou ſtandeſt upon the brigk 
of death, reſurrection, and judgment: and 
that theſe great things will ſuddenly come 
Yor Jace like a thief. in the ni be, od 
en thou wilt fee a vanity in gp by 7 
this world, greater than any words can ex- 
preſs. Do but fee thyſelf in the light, 
Which Ori bath brought into the world, 
and thou wilt ſee that there are. no enjqy- 
ſuch as may adorn thee with faith, and with, 
that holineſs, without which no. man ſhall 
ſec the Lord, Remember that the chriſtian 
57 *_ . recelves 
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receives his name from Chrift, which word 
ſignifies anointed of the Holy GH: there- 
fore every one who is a true chriſtian may 
be ſaid to be anointed'of the holy fpirit of 
Chrift. He then that faith, I am a true 
Chriſtan, expreſſes thereby no lefs than 
this: I am baptized into 7Ze/us Chrift, whoſe 
ſpirit dwelleth in me: I believe in him as 
my only Saviour and Redeemer; I love 
him without hypocriſy, earneſtly endeavour 
ing, by divine grace, that is, by the help and 
aſſiſtance of God, to be like-minded with 
him, and to tread in his ſteps in my whole 
life and converſation, with all faithfulneſs 
and conſtancy. As there are many thou- 
ſands that take to themſelves the name: of 
Chriſtians, and yet indeed are in no ſuch 
Happy ſtate'as they imagine : therefore exa- 
mine'' yourſelf, whether you only have the 
bare name of à Chriſtian, or whether you 
be alfo in truth and reality a faithful diſciple 
of Chrift, guided and led by God's holy 
ſpirit. ' Grant, Lord, that we all may be 
Chriftians, not in name only, but jn'deed; 
not in word only, but in heart. May every 
one that nameth the name of Chrift depart 
e 
D . Upon 
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| Upon a; variety of thoughts in one's bret; 
As Eternity depends upon this moment of 
life, nothing is worth thinking deeply on, 
opt Heaven. And as there. is but one 
eaven, ſo there is but one way to it, that 
living way, wherein I ſhould walk by faith, 
and obedience. O thou, who art the way, 
the truth, and the life, draw in my heart 
from all evil, ſtraggling, and unprofitable 
thoughts, and fix them upon thy glory, and 
ſo make me thus imperfectly happy before 
my time; that when my time ſhall be no 
more, I may be perfectly happy with thee 
to all eternity. ban thinking on the vanity 
of all hum an greatneſs, O the narrow bounds 
nc glory! © the vain deſire of know- 
ledge, pleaſure, and 2 only that man 
is happily famous, who is known, and re- 
corded in Heaven. O Lord, write my 
name in the book of life. Accept this, 
ood Lord, I intreat thee for my final de- 
ire, and Jet it be regiſtred in everlaſting re- 
cords as my laſt will and teſtament, | 
When you are under diſeaſes, difficul- 
ties, croſſes, and diſappointments, conſider 
that they are neceſſary for you, becauſe a 
conſtant and uninterrupted flow of the 
3 4 com- 
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comforts of this liſe is too apt to fix our 
hearts upon them, and to make our affec- 
tions grow languid, and feeble to enjoy- 
ments ſpiritual, heavenly, and divine. It 
begins to be the ſilent language of the heart; 
It is good to be here.” And God often, 
like a kind and tender parent, corrects us 
with diſtempers and loſſes, to wean us from 
this vain world, and put us in mind of a 
better, of the promiſed reſt above, as we are 
{o ready to who our lot on this fide Jordan. 

Luer all trouble and affliftions, ſay, 1 muſt 
own, O gracious God, that thou doſt me 
no injuſtice, ſhouldſt thou take away all 
my comforts; and ſhall I be caſt down and 
complain when ſo many are ſtill remaining? 
O thou righteous Judge, that afflicteſt, ſane- 
tify theſe afflictions to me, and make me 
better by them; cauſe patience to have it's 
perfect work, nor let me be ſo eager to get 
out of he fire with my droſs remaining, 
while chou art refining, and purifying me, 
as ſilver is refined, and purified ſeven times 
in the fire; May I be fill, and know that 
thou art God. I conſider that there 
is a reſt remaining for the people of God, 
and till it ones, may I fay, it is good that 
a man hope, and quietly wait for the ſal- 
| : vation 
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vation of God. The Lord. giveth, and 
then taketh away, and who ſhall ſay, what, 
doſt thou? O grant me chriſtian patience ; 
thy will, O Lord, be . 15 begin-. 
ni a fickneſs, All thi muſt undergo 
their 9 have enjoy many fiir 
days and ſunſhine, aud as I am a ſinner, it 

is neceſſary I ſhould meet with clouds and 

ſtorms for correction. What? ſhall I re- 

ceĩve good at the hand of God, and ſhall I 
not receive evil? Ihe Lord gave, and the 

Lord hath taken away, bletſed be the name 
of the Lord. This is my comfort that I 
am in the hands of a wiſe and good God. 
This meſſenger is worthy to be welcome; 


it is the Lord, let him do what ſeemem 


him good. Whom: the Lord loveth he 
ehaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon, hom 
he receiveth. I his ſeri pture ſupports m 

ſpirits, and 1977 me from fainting while ! 
am rebuked of him.—Upon taking ane, | 
As thou, O God, haſt created medicines 
out of the earth to caſe the pains, and cure 
the diſeaſes of thy fallen creatures; ſo I be- 
ſeech thee to bleſs this medicine, which I 
am now taking, that it may heal my ſic k- 
neſs, and being made whole again, I may 


fin no more, leſt a worſe thing come upon 
8 | me z 


„leerer 
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nie; / neverthetefs, not 9 5 „ put thins be 
done. en a recavery [rom tneſs, 2 7 
not die, but live, and declare the, works of. 
the Lord. The Tord bach chaſtened, and 
corrected mie; but he hath not given 10770 
over” unto death, Praiſed be | 
f6r he Hach heard the voice of m 12 
petitious; the Lord is my ſtrength, and m 
ſhield heart hath trated, in Rim, ant t 
am, el, therefore my heart danch for 
joy, and in my ſong 5 I praife Him. 
Wer for et 12 gracious voice, which ſaid 
Dellver hin from going down into the pit. 
Let his health be Felorech and His day of 


| gface be proloh Ed. Grant, Lodd, that I 


never deſpiſe the riches of thy good 
4 and Wraps and long fullling' 
but let this merey in raiſing me again, ma 
me watch over all my ways, depart from all 
ſin and ini quity, and ſerve thee faithfully 
all the days 2. my life, | 
Upon cantinuaice of Kekneſt, O Lord, re- 
buke me not in thine an anger thou rebukeſt 
even where thou love 10 rebuke me, 
that while 1 ſmart with thy rod, I may re- 
Joice in thy mercy.—Upon taking a nauſtens 
medicine, How loathſome is this medicine! 
tow offetiſive to the eye, the fnrelt; * = 
| 8 te 
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_ taſte! and yet it muſt be taken for health, 
Such is the chaſtiſement of God, for the 
preſent grieyous:. nevertheleſs, afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs 
unto them, Which are exerciſed thereby. 
O God, give me reſolution cheerfully to 
take, and drink up that bitter cup of affic- 
tion, which thou in thy wiſdom and good- 
- meſs haſt mixed for the health of my ſoul. 
Lees berg flung with pain, If I be thus 
venxed with bodily pain, Lord, how ſhall I 
be able to endure the ſting of a tormentin; 
conſcience? O God, whatever my 15 
ſuffers, keep my ſoul free, and in peace. 
Whenſoever my heart is ſtung with the 
remorſe for fin, only thy ſweet and precious 


. , anexits, O bleſſed” Saviour, can mitigate, 


2-4 Vas 


and heal the wound; they have virtue to 
cure me, give me grace to apply them,— 
Upon. the tolling of a. bell for one deparied, 
How often hath this bell reported to me 
the farewel of many more ſtrong, and vigor- 
ous bodies than my own? and now What 
doth it, but call me to the thought olf m 

parting? Here is no abiding Br an p 


muſt away too: this ſound is not for my 
ears, but for my heart. Lord, grant that 
aken me to prepare 


for 


this ſummons way aW 


* 
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for my long home, that I may be taught to 
die daily, and fo he happy for ever. 


When you are at a funeral, take occaſion to 
think the more of death, and remember a i ſaying 


of the excellent biſhop Hopkins, that it is no 
great miftake to account every funeral our cum; 
and ſay, Teach me, O Lord, to number m 
days, that I may apply m heart unto wiſ- 
dom, and live ſo now, as I ſhall wiſh 1 had 
done, when I come to die. —Upon the fight 
4 grave digged up, O Lord, as the grave 
will ſafely keep my body till the laſt great 
day, let me commit myſelf to it with joy, 


in ſure, and certain ho _ of it's Ts 
bor to eternal glory thr 


ough our Lo 
s Chriſt. 
beſeech you to think often on Death, 


0 will leſſen the terror of it when at 


hand, and make you know yourſelf., The 
ofiener, ſaid a good man, I exerciſed myſelf 
in meditations of this kind, the leſs was my 


_ anxiety; and by making the thoughts of 


death amillar, what was at firſt ſo terrible 
and ſhocking is become the ſweeteſt of my 
enjoyments. Whom none could adviſe, 


. (fays Sir Malter Raleigh) Death hath per- 


ſuaded ; what none hath preſumed, Death 
hath done ; ; and whom all the world hath 
H 2 flattered, 


E nne 


flattered, Death hath caſt out of the world, 
and deſpiſed: Death hath drawn together 
All the extravagant, far-ſtretched greatneſs, 
All the pride, 105 and ambition of man, 
and covered all oyer with theſe two narrow 
"words, Here free. 
As thou, O Lord Feſus, didſt taſte death 
for eyery man, ſo deliver me 155 the ſear 
of it, that I may not all my life-time be 
be t9 bondage; arm me for my gast 
our, ſtand by me in my laſt combat, when 
the gevil, like a roaring lion, will ſeck to 
devour me; make me faithful to the death, 

fy oe mayeſt give me a crown of life. 
ben Heaven is mentioned, ſay, O Lord, 
ſend out thy light, and thy truth, chat they 
may lead me, and bring me into thy holy 
hill, and to thy dwelling.— - 
Vou are under the greateſt nga 
om 


| 2gements 
40 loye the Lord your God for offering this 
dwelling, this glorious kingdom to you 
through Chr. Hear, O heayens! wonder, 
O earth! and let eternity dwell upon the 
Pupendour truth! God ſpared not his 8on, 
1s only Son, but delivered him up to che 
deepeſt humiliation, and tothe moſt aecurſed 

ath for us men, and for our ſalvation. 
Po you think often of this kingdom being 


pur- 
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purchaſed for you by the blood of the Son. 


of God? Does your heart glow with 
thankfulneſs for theſe mercies? No man 


need be convicted of any other crime, at 


the great tribunal, than inſenſibility of 
ſuch love, and unthankfulneſs for ſuch 


favours. This, without the addition. of 


horrid impieties, is enough to leave you 
without excuſe. This is enough to prove 
you to be more ſtupid than the beaſts of 
the fielc. The ox knoweth his owner, 


and the aſs his maſter's crib : but Iſrael 


doth 'not know, my people doth not con- 
ſider,” /. i. 5 Wait of conſideration is 


the unhappy ſpring from which moſt of the 
fins, miſeries, and calamities of mankind 


flow. Indeed, God in his prophet {/azah, 
makes this the great reaſon why his people 
were gone into captivity, why their honour- 


able men were famiſhed, and their multi- 
. tude dried up with thirſt; why Hell hath 
enlarged ' herſelf, and opened her mouth 
without meaſure, and their glory, and their 
multitude, and their pomp bende into 


it. Beware that this accuſatioa of the want 
of 'conlideration be not brought againſt, 


you. | e 
15528 * Conſider, 
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_ Conſider, and meditate often on the 
24 redemption, and then this 
Language of praiſe will be ner flow ing 
from Four lips; O my ſoul, ſo free! 
pardoned, and Junges by the precious blow! 
f efus, the & on of 'God, praiſe the Lord 
7 ore, Thou never canlt do enough, 
at haſt received fo much. Give untq 
him all honour, all praiſe.” To God the 
Fathe r that created and made us, to God 
655 Son that redeemed, and faveg us by 
for our ſins, and tiſinz again for our 
of cation; to God the Holy Ghoſt, who 
fanQifieth, and. maketh us 1 4 threg 
ſons and one God, be aſcribed all gl 


or 
| Fabre a power and dominion, for « ever — 


N A 595 
geath Bed, op. Lord, I bay 
waited | for thy ey net ord, now letteſt 
| fervant' depart in ace, becauſe 
5 bal, have ſeen thy Gelen, in know- 
11 and depending upon my Lord and Sa- 
viour Je Org for my redemption. 

ord, Wah my foul in the blood of this 
mb, that it ma be preſeptes without 
Ty unto thee. Father, into thy hands 1 
* wy ſpirit, Farewel bg + 
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life, and welcome bleſſed eternity: even ſo 


111 Jeſu, come r 

If ever you deſire to walk humbly with 
your God, to converſe juſtly and charit- 
ably with Men, to oth ſs your fouls in 
tence and holineſs, and your bodies in 
puince and and honour: if ever you deſire 
to be followers of God as dear children, 
and walk in loye, remember the words of 
Chri/t, that men ought always to pray, aud 
not to faint.” In every trouble arm vielf 
with this fovercign remedy. Put leſs con- 
fidence in the arm of fleſh, and more in 

the ſtrength of God. The Lord is good, a 
. hold in the day of trouble ; and he 
noweth them that truſt in kim: there- 
fore I will oak unto the Lord; I will wait 
For the God of-my ſalvation: my God will 
hear me. Let us come bgldly unto the 
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help ip time of 
need. Without prayer we can do nothing 
in the ſpiritual warfare :. we can do nothing 
of qurſelves to 11 E our help 18 
in the game of here is ng 
mplation ſo 4 but may be overcome 
inſtapt prayer. Ely then ta God, and 
aa, help thee: fy M bis protection, bop 
he 
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he will defend thee; for he is thy God, and 
thy ſalvation: day by day magnify his 
goodneſs, and call upon his holy name, and 
ever ſeek his honour and glory. This is 
© | the way to become mighty through God to 
the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting 
down imaginations, and every high thing, 
that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Gr This 
is the way to ſtore your own, your child- 
ren's, and ſervant's minds with ejaculations, 
with ſhort prayers for all occaſions, which 
J adviſe both old and young to accuſtom 
themſelves to, becauſe it is the true way of 
praying without ceaſing; and it is a kind 
of prayer more eaſy, and may be uſed at any 
time of the day, or in any place, and is one 
of the moſt efficacious means in the world 
to ſet God always before us, and to keep 
us in his favour, which is more to be deſired 
than gold, yea than much fine gold, ſweeter 
alſo than the honey, or the honey comb. 
This Ejaculatory Prayer may be termed the 
great ſecret of devotion, and one of the 
moſt powerful inſtruments of the life of 
God in the foul of man. This is an ad- 
vantage in ſuch ſhort pious breathings, — 
they 
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they are nat liable to diſtractious 25 longer 


rayers, and are more eafy to be remem- 
red of all, and ready o be uſed, hen we | 
ye not canyeuience for longer prayers. 
The nou will bnd God's ſervice to be 


| perfect freedom, and thus you fhall be 


numbered with the children of God. 


Thus you will ſhew whoſe ſervants you are, 


and wherein your chief delight is. And 
2 may juſtly look upon fo much of your 
ife o be heavenly and divine, which you 
Jpend in this holy exerciſe. It is not my 
intention to draw you off from the church, 
the houſe of prayer, nor from, entering into 
your private chambers to pray, but to pre- 
you = for thele ſolemn neceſſary duties, 
my - up the ſpaces between them with 
webe, or 8 like ejaculations. It is to 
perſuade you to pray, and to give thanks 
unto the Lord with your whole heart ſe- 
cretly, and among the faithiul, and in the 


eongregation. Let us conſider one another 
to 8 unto love, and good works; 


not forſaking the aſſemblin ng 45 2 
together, as the manner of ſome is, but 
exhorting one another, and ſo much the 


more 3s we ſee the day approaching, the 
beg of death, and that awful account, 


which 


82 AV EXHORTATION T 
_— every one ſhall give of himſelf to 
O Chriſtian, if you would learn to have 
your converſation in Heaven : if ever you 
would get a foretaſte of the joys to come: 
if ever you would make religion your bu- 
ſineſs and delight: if ever you would con- 
quer the luſts of the fleſh : if you would 
ever drive away vain and evil thoughts: if 
ever you would arrive at a ſound mind, and 
that inward ſpiritual worſhip of God, with- 
out which none can pleaſe him: if ever 
ou would learn to conquer temptations : 
if ever you would have your ſouls become 
ſtrong in the ways of God; this is the way, 
even this praying without ceaſing. This is 
the belt antidote againſt ſin, the beſt medi- 
cine to cure all ſpiritual diſeaſes; it doth 
not hinder you in the works of your call- 
ing, but rather furthers, and ſanctifies them, 
and makes them more eaſy, and pleaſant. 
Be praying as you are doing, and you will 
do the better for your praying. It will 
alſo fit, and prepare you be the better per- 


formance of your prayers in the church, the 
family, the cloſet, and for the worthy re- 
ceiving of the Lord's Supper. By conſtant 


prayer men may recover themſelves out of 
5 the 


* 
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the ſnare of the devil, which, if they neglect, 
they will be taken captive by him at his 
will, It was the obſervation of one of the 
ancients, that praying will make a man 
leave off ſinning; or ſinning will make a 
man leave off praying. Men firſt forget 
God in their thoughts, and then in their 
actions. The remedy therefore againſt ſin, 
muſt be to conſider well theſe three words, 
God 1s PRESENT, and then upon all Oc- 
caſions to pray unto him for that grace and 
aſſiſtance, which every one is ſure. of re- 


ceiving, who aſks with faith; and thanks 


be to God, we can do all things through 
Chriſt who ſtrengtheneth us. 
I The advantage of this ſerious conſidera» 
tion of God's preſence in every place, and 


Praying every where is inexpreſſibly great. 


if is that, which makes a man maſter of all 
Chriſtian duties; it is the greateſt ſupport 
under all afflictions, and prepares a man for 
an angelical life on earth. It is the way to 
put a ſtop to that flood of ſin, and wicked» 
neſs, which now overflows our land: it is 
the way to fit you for the diſcharge of every 
duty, and to make you always prepared for 
your latter end. 

| May 
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& avixrorrarion TO 
God, the great ver of &v 
gf, pour © out His ow it v 1 oy 
of you, that you nay 1 in th 
— breathings of the heart in the various 
providences, and actions of your lifes. 
And believe me, my Beloved'in Chrif, the 
more you pray, the tron you will grow; 
oudof wen neſsyou ſhall be made ſtrong to 
get rover tin, for the God of Ifae! 
will giveſtrengthand power unto his people, 
bleſſed be God. If there be therefore any 
- conſolation in Gris, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praiſe, think on theſe things; and the v 
God of Peace ſanctify you wholly ; and 
pry God your whole fpirit, and ſoul and 
may be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
ee of our Lord Man Chrift.. _ 
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-— "REFLEXIONS 
: y the Sea. * 


THE Lord is a great God, in his hand 
are all the corners of the earth, and 

the ſtrength of the hills is his alſo. The 
fea is his, and he made it.' Pſaln xev. 
He ſhut up the ſea with doors, and ſaid; 
hitherto ſhalt thou come, but -no farther; 
and here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtayed: 
xxxviii. Thus faith God the Lord, 
that created the heavens, and ftretched 


them out; he that ſpread forth the earth; 


and that which cometh out of it; he that 

iveth breath unto the people upon it, and 

irit to them that walk therein. Sing 
unto the Lord a new ſong, and his praife 
from the end of the earth; ye that go down 
to the ſea, and all that is therein; the iſles, 
and the inhabitants thereof. Iſaiab xlii. 
He gathereth the waters of the fea together, 
as it were upon 8 * 
. ep, 
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deep, as in a treaſure houſe, Let all the 
earth fear the Lord; ſtand in awe of him, 
all ye that dwell in the world. For he 
ſpake, and it was done; he commanded, and 
it ſtood faſt. Hal. xxxiii. Hear now this, 
O fooliſh people, and without underſtand- 
ing; which have eyes and ſee not; which 
have ears, and hear not: fear ye not me, 
faith the Lord? will ye not tremble at my 
preſence, which have placed the ſand for 
the bound of the ſea, by a perpetual decree, 
that it cannot paſs it; and though the 
waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet can they 
not prevail; though they roar, yet can they 
not paſs over it. Jerem. v. 21, 22. Read 
often the eviith Plalm. sch we bait 
.;. Conſider the ocean {ſays a pious author) 
as an emblem of the preſent life: this hour 
ſmooth and quiet, the next ſtormy and 
tempeſtuous : therefore fix not your heart 
upon this dangerous uncertain world, but 
upon that which is not ſubject to change, 
that which endureth for ever and ever, 
where there is no more ſea. Who in their 
ſenſes. would place their happineſsin 
ſhattered veſſel on a ſtormy ocean ready to 
- . ſplit, and ſink; every hour amidſt their 
Steateſt caution, and care ? yet cis is. the 
5 ol caſe 
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eaſe of the men of the world. But very 
different is that of the Chriſtian, who has 
ſecured a treaſure that is not ſubject to 


ſhipwrecks, or change. The Chriſtian, in 


all the different ſcenes of life, finds e 
unſpeakably bleſt becauſe his hope and 
truſt are founded on God, that Rock of 
Ages 


This ocean is an emblem of Eternity, 


not only in it's countleſs drops, and the 


unnumbered ſands upon it's ſhore, but in 


a particular manner as it opens it's boſom, 


and ſwallows up all the ſtreams in the 
world. It ſtrikes the ſoul with venera- 
tion; tranſports- it with wonder, and cries 
aloud in the ear of reaſon, Aſcribe ye 
greatneſs to our God. May it enlarge 
our hearts to praiſe the Lord, that we 
be fit to be received into the pcean of 
eternal-bliſs. © * | bi ITS | 
When vou ſee a ſhip under fail, confider 
the art firſt 'of building, and then of navi- 
ting it, all low from him, who is the 
ather of Light, and Fountain of Wiſdom 
of every kind, and that by ſuch a vehicle 
not only the good things of each ſoil and 
climate is brought to us, but that the goſpel 
of ſalvation, the tidings of a Saviour were 
12 tranſ- 
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tranſported hither; If it had not been for 
ſuch a conveniency, how could this ineſti- 
ace have viſited theſa 
diſtant ifles of the Gentiles? Conſider alſo 
that there was a time, when the whole 
race af \mankiad were embarked: upon 


one dattom +: that one ſhip carried the 


lives of thoſe few (z. e. eight ſouls) who 
were to people again the whole earth. O 
that men would therefore praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs; and declare the wonders 
that he doth for the children of men! 
Conſider a ſhip as a type and repreſentation 
of the church militant; that is, the church 
here on earth fighting, and ſubject to trials, 
ſtorms, and - temptations, toſſed in the 
world, which is moſt like the ſea, with 
ſtorms of perſecution: and though the 
church is often in danger, yet it cannot be 
drowned, for the gates of Hell ſhall not 
Prevail againſt it. hen you look at the fea, 


ery aut, Marvellous are thy works, O Lord 


God Almighty. They that go down ta the 
ſea in ſhips, and occupy their buſineſs in 


great waters; theſe men ſee the works of 


the Lord, and his wonders in the d 
When you look at a troubled ſea, it ſhould 
put you in mind of the troubles in a — 8 
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breaſt. For thus ſaith! the Lord, the 


wicked are like the troubled ſea, when it 
cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
dirt. There is no peace, ſaith my God, to 
the wicked. hen you confider how this 
amazing brdy of water by its ſaltneſs, and 
continual mation is kept from filth and carrup- 


tian, ſay, Thus may divine grace, O Lord, 


like the penetrating power of ſalt, cure the 
depravity of my heart, and rectify the diſ- 
orders of my temper! that my ſpeech may 
be alway with grace, ſeaſoned with falt, 
that no communication may proceed out 
of my month, but that which is good to the 
uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace 
to the hearers. Thus may I always be 
aQive, and daily exerciſe, or be —_—— y 
to exerciſe, the graces of Chriſtianity r le 
faith become feeble; leſt hope contrat 
dimneſs; and charity wax cold: thus may 
ever be preſſing forward to the prize of 
my high calling in Chriſt Fefus.—Hhen you 
vew an angry ſea, or hear à violent wind, 
Put thy truſt in God, O my ſoul, and thou 
needeſt not ſear the ſtormy wind, nor the 
roud waves, for the Lord IBHO VAR, who 
itteth upon them, can ſay be ſtill, and 
they ſhall obey. O Almighty God! ſuffer 
8 13 . 
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not our paſſions to be like this wind, nor 
turbulent like theſe billows : but thou that 


ruleſt the raging of the fea, and the noiſe of 
the waves, check, ſubdue, and calm the 
madneſs of the people. Men you are in a 


fterm, Conſider how dreadfal it is to fall 
into the hands of a God, with whom is 
fuch terrible Majeſty : cry unto the Lord 
in your trouble, and he will deliver you out 
of your diſtreſs, for he maketh the ſtorm to 
ceaſe, ſo that the waves thereof are ſtill. 


Conſider alſo, that as none can abide the 
. ſtorm and day of God's wrath without hav- 
ing an intereſt in Chrift, ſo fly to him, who 


calleth himſelf an hiding-place from the 


wind, and a covert from the tempeſt. 


i. Xxxxii. 2. Cry, Lord! ſave us] we 
periſh! ben the ſtonm riſes fo high, that 


dhe hip 18 ready ts ſint, O Lord, who haſt 
ſent out a mighty tempeſt into the ſea, ſo 
that our ſhip is like to be broken, and we 
allowed up alive; look down with an eye of 
pity upon us miſerable ſinners; we beſeech 
these, O Lord, we beſeech thee, let us not 
— Rebuke the winds; and reſtrain the 


ible raging of the ſea: bring us ſafe to the 
baven, where we would be; ſo will we exalt 


bse iu the congregation of the people; and 


praiſe 
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praiſe thee in the ſeat of the elders.—-fter 
4 florm, O that men would therefore praiſe 
the Lord for his. goodneſs ; and declare the 
wonders that he doth for the children of 
men! When my ſoul fainted within me, 


I remembered the Lord, and my prayer 


came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. 
I cried unto the Lord in my trouble, and 
he delivered me out of my diſtreſs, for he 
made the ſtorm to ceaſe, fo that the waves 
thereof were ſtill. I will ſacrifice unto 


thee: with the voice of thankſgiving. I 
will pay that, that I have vowed. Salva- 


tion is of the Lord. I will give thanks 
unto the Lord with my whole heart ſecretly, 
and among the faithful, and in the con- 
gregation. And grant, Lord, that I may 
thew forth thy praiſe not only with 
lips, but in my life, by giving up myſelf 
to thy ſervice, and by walking before thee 
in holinefs and righteonſneſs all my days, 
through Feſus Chrift our Lord. yore 
confider God's goodneſs in giving you the com- 
v to dirrct you to your port, Adored be ih 
providence for this diſcovery; but — 
more adored be thou for giving us thy 
ward, that divine compaſs, which points - 
3 © 


— 
—— — — 


— 2 
„„ —_ 
_ — 


8 - * 


- _—_ ”"— 
. - * 


93 - 4 


» 
PE — 


—— 


— — © = 
8 : - — — — 
_ 


02 AN EXHORTATION TO 


the fair-hayens, havens of uninterrupted 
Joy, and everlaſting glory. hen you think 
upon the healing virtue of the ſea water, Praiſe 
the Lord, O my ſoul, for his great good> 
neſs in providing this cheap, this extenſive 
medicine to heal our ſickneſs, this Betheſda 
to the halt, the withered, and the lame, 
who have been made whole of the diſeaſe 
they had. But much more, O my ſoul, 
praiſe the Lord for that great fountain 
which is opened in the Church of Chriſi, 
of whoſe healing virtue we may partake as 
freely, as of the common benefits of this 
ocean. It is open to all for ſiu, and un- 
cleanneſs, whoſe merits are no more kept 
from our uſe than this ocean. Open to 
all, that will obey this his gracious call, 
Come ye that are weary, and heavy laden, 
and I will refreſh, you. Chriſt's merits and 
nee are at hand to be applicd by a living 


faith to cleanſe us from all filthineſs of 


fleſh, and ſpirit, and ſo ſtrengthen us, that 
we may perfect holineſs in the fear of God. 
Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to 
theſe waters, waſh, and be clean. Take 
this water of life freely ; for divine grace 
is as common to all as water, as cheap 88 
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food, that may be had without money, and 
without priee. Thongh from the tote of 
the foot even unto the head there is no 
ſoundneſs, nothing but wounds, and bruiſes, 
and putrifying fores, this will cure them 


All. 
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EHE APOSTLES CREED, 


Parsphraſed * by Archbiſhop Laup ; which 
is admirably done by applying every Article 
for the Purpoſes of Devotion. | 


() LORD, I believe (help thou my 
\F unbelief) that thou the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghz/t art one God. 
I believe, | 
That of thy unlimited goodneſs, and 
power, thou didſt create the heavens, and 
the earth. _ 
That of thy unbounded love thou haſt 
thered together in one, all things in Ov iſt. 
Who was made fleſh, and conceived; was 
born, ſuffered, was crucified, dead, buried, 
deſcended, roſe again, aſcended, ſitteth, 
ſhall return, ſhall reward 
I believe, | | 
That by the power and operation of thy 
Holy Spirit thou haſt called thy church out 
of all the world unto holineſs. 


* But firſt by Biſhop ANDREWS. 


N. 
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That in it we are made partakers of all 
things, and of forgiveneſs of fins. 
That in it we expect the reſurrection of 
the fleſh, and life everlaſting. 
Lord, I believe, (O fupply thou my 
want of faith. ) 
I believe, 
The affectionate kindneſs of the Father. 


The ſaving power of the Almighty. The 


wiſdom of the Creator, in the preſervation, 
government, and conſummation of the 
world. 


The great myſtery of godlineſs, that for 
us men, and for our ſalvation, God was 


manifeſted in the fleſh, the Lord Feſus, the 
Son of the Father, the Anointed of the Spirit. 
That he was conceived and. born, to 


cleanſe us from the filthineſs of our W 


tion and birth. 

That he ſuffered, what we : ought, =— 
OT: torments, that we might-eſcape 

em. | 
That he was crucified, dead, and buried, 
that we may not be afraid to 'underga the 
lame things for his ſake. | 

That he deſcended whither we muſt #4 
gone, that he might wholly excuſe us from 


I That 


" Its; 
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where we: no — even we 


hat he ſhall come to judge the world, 
that he may take us up. 7500 
I believe he is come, 

By his conception and birtb, the — * 
of our nature. 

By his ſuffering on the exofs, death, and 
burial, the Redeemer of our bodies. 

By his deſcent, a Conqueror over Hell, 
and death, 

By 3 the bu Fruits of 
them that ſleep. b 

By his aſcenſion, our be 

By his ſeſſion, the Interceſſor, or our 
A io - | th 
his nd coming to -odgment,' 
Ad of our Faith. 5.10 jud ht ente! 


Feſus, PIN 


cDeſtroyer, 
36 Tormentor, A Mediator. 
8 Accuſer, 2 An Advocate. 
I Slanderer, 8 An Interceſſor. 
S Enſlaver, A Redeemer 
pg. 8 
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But I believe alſo the quickening an 
ſanctifying power of the Hol Ghoſt, 

That works inviſibly, outwardly, effec- 
wally, as the wind, y reproof, by 'com- 
punction, by doctrine, by admonition; as 
an Advocate, as the Comforter, as a Wit. 
nels; by diffuſion of charity, by illumina- 
tion of knowledge 

I believe alto. 
The myſtical body of this Holy Spirit, 


* thoſe that are called out of the whole world 


unto belief of the truth, and holineſs of life. 

The mutual fellowſhip of the members 
of that body. 

The remiſſion of ſins in this preſent time, 
and the h of a future reſurrection, and 
of out tranſlation to the life eternal. 

O Lord give mo faith, not ſuch faith as 


Would make the law of none e 


But ſuch faith as 
Works by love, 
Is powerful in worki 
Overcomes the world. 
CH moſt holy faith, 2 
hat I 4 thee as a: Father, 
tear thee, the Almighty. ns 
That I may commit my ſoul unto thee in 
well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 
K 
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That Chrift may be formed in me, and 
that I may be conformed” unto his image. 
That 1 may give thanks for thoſe things 
which ke has ſuffered for me; ſuffer with 
22 ſuffer for him, whatſoever he ſhall 


ſee good 
hat ow his croſs, death, burial, I _ 
revenge, crucify, kill, bury my ſins whis 
cauſed theſe. 
That for his deſcent into Hell, I may 
| deſcend thither whilſt 1 live, by frequent 
meditations. _ 
I ThatT maybe conformable to his reſur- 
re&ion, by rifing again to newneſs of life. 
And to his aſcenſion, by meditating upon, 
and ſeeking thoſe things that are above. 
That I may be alſo mindful of his ſeſſion, 
| whenſoever want any gift of heavenly 
conſolation, and as often as I am cold in my 
devotions. 
And that I may never forget his ſecond 
coming at the day of judg ment, that [ 
may always think I hear ihe noiſe of the 
laſt trumpet neal and that I may pray 
without ceaſing till I am 51 at the 7) ight 
1 77 Amen 
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. * . 


ON THE 
LORD'S- PRAYER. 


| 4 is of the utmoſt conſequence to know 
1 how to pray, and what to aſk for; for, 
though ri has purchaſed all ſpiritual 
bleſſings for us in heavenly things, yet, as 
God ſays by his prophet, © for theſe things 
will I be ſought unto: and by his apoſtle, 
ye have not, becauſe ye aſk not.. Who 


then ſhall be our director in this wrighy 


exerciſe of prayer? Too much depen 


upon it to be left to man uninſpired. We 


muſt have recourſe therefore to the ox 4 


Scriptures, thoſe Jively oracles, and we ſha 

in them find, that, whatſoever a believer 
needs to aſk of the God of all grace, is par- 
ticularly. ſet down, though very little taken 


notice of; and that there are forms of 


prayer th help and aſſiſt the ſincere Chriſtian, 


very enlightening to the head, and affectin 
to the heart, his form of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift is to be ſet = 

| | > e 
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the firſt place. There are alſo other forms 
partieutarly to be found in St. Paul- 
Kage as will richly repay any pains taken 
ther them together, and Fomprepend 
ther full force and meaning. St. Paul, 
that glorious inſtrument of the world's con- 
verſion, knew what was moſt neceſſary for 
the welfare of the believers brought to the 
faith by bim, and his love was ſo great and 
lowing as to move him to aſk the belt gifts 
or them: and what he prays may 
vouchſafed to the Chriſtians at Corinth, 
Epheſus, Philippi, and ſo of the reſt, let us 
make particular ſupplications, that it may 
be vouchſafed unto every one of us. May 
the fultieſs of all the bleſſings the apo 
prays for, reſt upon all our ſouls. , Give 
me leave to obſerve, that this is one of th 
_ guiſhing glories of che church 
—— chat there is ſo much of the 
185 read in it, and that her prayers are 
o full of the words and phraſes take za 
of thoſe holy Seri peared, ug that her o 


are WE Wt by rayer of . 
Lord and ey thi 75 1 2 
As there are many who ſay this 


ackmirable 'prayer al Fhetr lives. without 
underſtanding it, I U thought it might be 


very 
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very neceſſary for your inſtruction, and 
reatly conducive unto your ſalvation, to lay 
befor your conſideration a ſhort expoſition 
it. | 

The diſciples of our Lord not knowing 
how to pray, one of them deſired him to 
teach them. The bleſſed Ze/us, in conde- 
ſcenſion to their weakneſs, and infirmities, 
made this prayer for them, and for all 
others who ſhould believe in him: and he 
ſaid unto them, when ye pray, ſay, Our 
Father, &c. Luke xi. 2. Hl command 
certainly is to uſe theſe very words. Chrift 
gave them this peculiar form, as a mark 
and badge of their belonging to him; ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the Jewiſh doctors, 
who always taught their diſciples a parti- 
cular form. And St. Auguſtin ſays, that all 
are bound to uſe this prayer ; and that we 
cannot be God's children unleſs we uſe it. 
This prayer is of great benefit and advan- 
tage to al thoſe, that with underſtanding 
make a due uſe of it in their daily devotions. 
There is nothing that we can ever want, 
or deſire; that is really good for us, or 
neceſſary either for life, or godlineſs, but 
we aſk it in this admirable prayer of our 
Lotd' Feſus Chriſt. The words are few, 
G-I0%! * ok. L. 6 of 4 rs Ig 
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but the ſenſe is mighty, inſomuch that the 


ſum and ſubſtance of the goſpel is brought 


within the narrow compaſs of this excellent 
prayer. And thoſe people who never make 
uſe of this prayer, ſhould remember that 
ſmart rebuke of our Lord upon the Phari- 
ſees, © Ye reje& the commandment of God, 
that ye may keep your own tradition.” 
| Wherefore let us, wretched ſinners, pray 
to God, and beg pardon for our offences in 
the very words of Feſtus Chrift, our righteous 
adyocate, ſince he hath given us this gra- 
cious aſfurance, that whatfoever we ſhall 
aſk the Father in his name, he (the Father 
will give it us; and we are fure that we a 
with much greater ſucceſs, power, and 
efficacy, when we not only uſe Chri/f's 
name in aſking, but his very words too. 
It is obſervable that our Lord, that great 
_ Preacher of peace and unity, enjoined not 
dis prayer to be uſed by any man only for 
himfeff, but for all mankind, for it begins 
with Our, not My Father. This prayer 
is general and public ſpirited: as Gris 
died for all, ſe he has commanded us to 
ray for all. When we pray, we pray not 
r any ſingle perſon, but for gur whole 
hody ; becanfe indeed alt chriſtian” people 
| ; | ard 
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are but one body. Becauſe the ignorance 
and weakneſs of mankind is ſuch, that they 
ean neither help themſelves, nor well un- 
derxſtand the manner in which they may 
- addreſs themſelves to God for help, it has 
pre our bleſſed Saviour, I ſay, to inſtruct 
is church to pray as they ought, in that 
ſhort and perfect form, which is called b 
his name. So that however imperfect thoſe 
prayers inay be, which we make ourſelves, 
or which good and holy men have made for 
bur ufe, yet are we aſſured that we are 
ptovided with one prayer, in which all our 
Pants are properly ſummed up, and which, 
if rightly offered, will not fail of meeting 
with acceptance. 


© OUR Father, Thou, O God, art our 
Father by making us, and all mankind out of 
nothing; thou art our Father in Chrift, the 
Father of all believers ; thou art our Fa- 
ther, Who in great compaſſion Iooked npon 
us in our blood, and ſet us up again in thy 
Son Zeſt, after we had by 15 deſtroyed 
outſclyes: which art in heaven, ee 

2 * OG 


104 AN EXHORTATION ro 


thou art preſent m every place, ſheweſt thy 
glory and majeſty in a more particula 


manner in Heaven, the place of thy hol s 
habitation; Othatwe may in heart and mind 


thither aſcend, and with all lowlineſs wor- 
ſhip at the footſtool of thy glorious Majeſty ! 


may we as children draw mgh unto thee 


with truſt and delight, and may we love as 


brethren, as children of the ſame heavenly 


Father. Hallowed be thy name, may thy 


name, thy glorious ſelf be praiſed and wor- 


ſhipped by men and angels; may thy name 
be hallowed in us, by us, upon us, in our 
words, actions and lives. May all the 
world, from the rifing of the ſun to the 
going down of the ſame, give thee our God 


the glory and worſhip due to thy great 


name; both now and for evermore. 
kingdom come; may thy kingdom of grace 


come into our hearts to make us good and 


holy, and ſo deſtroy the kingdom of fin, by 
which death and the devil reign, and ſo fit, 


und . us for thy kingdom of glory 
and heaven: may all the kingdoms of the 
earth become the kingdom of God, and his 


e may all the dark corners of the 
W be enli 


ightened by the Goſpel of Chrift, 


by the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſing' upon 


113 them 
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them with healing in his wings; and may 
£ Oy tngdom of Joey come quickly. TH 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven. May 
we all love thee, O God, and Terve thee by 
a willing obedience to all thy commands 
here in this world, as the angels do in thy 
kingdom of heaven; may the God of Peace, 
through the blood of the everlaſting Cove- 
nant, make us perfect in every good work 
to do his will, and work in us that whieh 1s 
well pleaſing in his ſight. Let thy Ring- 
dom coine ſo poweffully into us, that thy 
will may be done faithfally, ak chearfully 
by us; that we may reſign ourſelves entirely 
to thee. in every thing. Grve us this day our 
daily bread : give us, O God, as the neceſ- 
ſity of each day requires, what is neceſſary 
to our bodies, and the occaſions of the pre- 
ſeat. life; feed us with food convenient for 
us. Give us not only the outward bread, 
what our Lord terms the meat which 
| reh but give us Chrift as our daily 
bread, that bread which came down from 
heaven, that he may dwell and rule in our 
hearts; give us the {piritual bread, even the 
knowle ge of thy will, and the underſtand- 
ing of thy holy word, which js more to be 
elleemed than our neceſſary food; * 
5 ivet 
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Iiveth not by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. Let us receive this food with the 
meeknefs and ſimplicity of new born babes, 


that we may grow up, and be nouriſhed by 


the words of faith and of ſound doctrine, 
advancing daily in our taſte and reliſh for 
the ſtronger meat of thy divine myſteries, 
Give us the bread of the bleſſed Sacrament, 
the great channel through which the life 
of Teſus Chriſt is communicated to his 


members upon earth ; the great bond of 


peace, charity, love, and obedience, whereby 
we are made one bread, and one body, 
united to him as the comnion Head and 
Governor, the only principle of life and 


er . to his church. In one word, 


give us all things pertaining to life and 

odlineſs. "Forgive us our treſpaſſes, ac we 
| ont them that treſpaſs againſt us. This 
is the condition, O God, on which we beg 
the forgiveneſs of our ſins and treſpaſſes, 
that we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us, all men who offend againſt us, or in- 


jure us. For we remember that thy bleſ- 


ed Son hath told us, © If ye forgive not men 
their treſpaſſes, neither will your Father 
forgive your treſpaſſes. If * 

8 | ire 
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deſire to eſcape eternal torments, and to 
reign with God in heaven, you muſt forgive 
2 brother, not in name, but in deed, not 
n word, but in heart, and do good to thoſe 
who do evil to us. It is remarkable that 
this is the only petition in our Lord's 
Prayer, which Chriſi at all explains, or en- 
larges upon; and this he does to ſhew us 
the importance of this great duty of for- 
givenefs. O gracious God, ſend forth thy 
ſpirit of love into all our hearts, and enable 
us by thy grace ſo to forgive every one his 
brother their treſpaſſes, as we hope to be 
forgiven of thee, our great and numberleſs 
ſins-and offences. And lead us not into temp= 
tation, but deliver us from evil. We are 
oor, frail, helpleſs creatures: but thou, O 
ord, who halt conquered, and caſt out the 
{ſtrong man armed, ſuffer us not to be 
tempted, proved, or tried beyond our power, 
that is, beyond the ſtrength wherewith 
thy grace hall ſupply us; but with the 
temptation make a way for us to eſcape 
Make us careful to avoid all the temptations 
we can, and ſtrong in the Los to overcome 
what we muſt encounter If thou trieſt our 
patience, let it, with that of Jab, conquer, 
and be triumphant : if thou trieſt our _ 
Wi 
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with, Abraham's, let it prevail, that whats 
ever thorns may prick, us for 2 time, thy 
ace (as with St. Paul) may always be 
ſofficient. But deliver us, O God, fro 
evil of all kinds and natures, from the dex) 
and the world, thoſe authors of evil which 
are without us; and deliver us from our- 
ſelves, from the old Adam, our own cor- 
rupt fleſh, that author of evil, which is 


within us. And as our weakneſs, folly, 


and wickedneſs hurry us to our ruin, ſtretch 


forth thy hand, and pull us back by thy 


grace from the evil of ſin, and from that 
greateſt of evil bell fire, thoſe bitter pains 
of eternal death, by thy mercy, good Lord 
deliver us. For thme is the kingdem, and the 
r, and the glory, for ever. Amen, 


Thou, O Lord, art King of Heaven and 


earth; thou haſt all things at thy com- 
mand; thou haſt power, and canſt do what 
ſeemeth good unto thee; thou haſt glory, 
which ſhincth roung about all things, and 


in all things; thou ſheweſt forth all thy 


ory to the bleſſed, that are in thy preſence. 
herefore with the ſaints above we join, 
d ſay, Thou art worthy, O God, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power from hence 
0 
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Bleſſed 


and for ever. Amen, ſo be it. 
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Bleſſed Lord, be it according to theſe our 
petitions, and deſires; and fo much the 
rather becauſe theſe our requeſts are not the 
product of our own imaginations, and weak 
udgtnents; but that Son of thine, who'belt 
LH thy will, and what thou wouldſt grant, 
hath taught us thus to pray, when ye pray, 
ſay Our Father, &c. The Lord ſanctify 
this prayer unto you, and make it # means 
to keep you to pray with more underſtand. 
ing, with ſtronger faith, and with greater 
zeal, devotion, and earneſtneſs. | 
As the word Amen is at the end of all our 
prayers in the church : atid as many people 
do. not underſtand what it means, it will 
not be unneceffary to ſay ſomething more 
of it. Amen ſignifies, ſo be it: as much as 
to ſay, God grant it may be ſo done unto 
us, as we, and the miniſter, have been 
raying. Amen is the wing to our prayers; 
it is the bow that ſhoots them up to Heayen. 
And although every petition, as we utter 
them before God, ſhould be accompanied 
with an earneſt and hearty deſire to have 
them heard, and granted, yet at the cloſe 
and end of them all, we are to redouble, 
and repeat this ourdefire in the word Amen: 
wherein we-do as it were ſhortly pray over 
L again 
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again all that we had prayed before, and 
in one word beg of God, that he would 
give us all that we had before afked of him. 

nd therefore whether we pray ourſelves, 
or join in prayers with others, and make 


- 5 


their petitions ours, we ought to witneſs 


our underſtanding of, our agreement unto, 
and our earneſt deſires after the mercies that 
7 begged by ſealing up the prayer with an 
men. 8 

When we come to the public worſhip, 
we are not to look upon che miniſter on 
as praying for the people, but he is the 
people's mouth unto God; it is, or ought 
to be the prayer. of the whole congregation 
which he offers up to the great Lord of 
Heaven and earth. They pray with him, 
and by bim, and every petition that he 
makes to God onght to be ratified, and con- 
firmed with an Amen ſent from our very 
hearts, which, if we ſincerely and affec- 
tionately perform, we have abundant aſſur- 
ance, that what is confirmed by ſo m 
voices on earth, ſhall likewiſe be confirmed 
by our Father which is in. Heaven. And 
how beautiful, how becoming would this be 
When the whole church ſhall thus agree 
together in what they alk? Saint 2 


„ 0 am ... 
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fone of the ancient fathers) tells us, it was 
the cuſtom in his days to cloſe up every 
prayer with ſuch an unanimous conſent 
that their Amens ran, and echoed in the 
church, and ſounded like the fall of waters, 
or the noiſe of thunder. This would be a 
proof and teſtimony of our hearty conſent 
to the things we pray for. Our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Ha Chrift has promiſed 
that if any two ſhall agree upon earth 
touching any thing that they ſhall aſk, they 
ſhall have it granted them; then certainly 
the united prayers of a whole multitude of 
Chriſtians muſt have a kind of — 
2 them, and be able to do any thing wi 


Of GRACE Hefore and after Meals. 


THIS owned and practiſed in all 
= "ages, and in moſt places of the world, 
is ſhamefully and fcandalouſly neglected by 
many amongſt ns at this day, who like the 
beaſts eat and drink, and riſe up to play, 
without making any acknowledgment to 
the Providence of God, which — us 
richly all things to enjoy: either faying no 
L 2 Grace 
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| Grace at all, or lazily keeping their ſeats, 
like graceleſs heathens and reprobates, 
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while others ſay it for them; proteſting, as 
it were, againſt the duty of prayer and 
thankſgiving; and this in a Chriſtian 
country! But let us in a devout manner 
beg the bleſſing of God upon thoſe good 
creatures provided for our uſe, ſince it 1s by 
the 'word of God and prayer that they are 
ſanRified to us. We have the example of 
Chrift and his Apoſtles for doing this. All 
the Evangeliſts. declare that our Saviour 
bleſſed, and gave thanks before meat ; the 
ſame St. Peter relates of St. Paul, and even 
vt. Paul himſelf ſpeaks of it, as the known 
ym of the church among Chriſtians, 
e ſhould conſider that the meat we eat 
cannot nouriſh and ſtrengthen us without 
the bleſſing of Ol We have alſo a poſi- 
tive command for returning thanks after 
our meals, or what is commonly called 
ſaying. Grace at our tables, in Deuteronomy 
viii. 10. When thou haſt eaten, ſays God, 
and art full, then thou ſhalt bleſs the Lord 
thy God.“ | 
O Saviour, whenſoever I ſit at mine own 
table, let me think of thine ; whenſoever I 
feed on the bread and meat that is ſet hefore 
% - | me, 
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me, and feel myſelf nouriſhed by that re- 
paſt, let me mind that better ſuſtenance 
which my ſoul receives from thee, and find 
on ER one with me, than that bodily 


A GRACE before Meat. 


BLESS, O Lord, theſe thy good creatures 
to the nouriſhment of our 2 and 
ſeed our ſouls with thy heavenly 
2 eternal life, for 2 Chrift his ; £84 


4 GRACE. after Meat, 


x OD's holy name be bleſſed, and praiſed 
for-thels and all e bis gigraind 


dag Gt our Land 
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4 Prayer on coming into Church. The Word 
Church ſignifies the Lord's Houſe. 


On I know not how to pray as I 
ought, O let thy Spirit help my weak- 


. . neſs and infirmities; compoſe me into a 


heayenly temper of mind ; lift up my heart, 


1 my deſires, increaſe my faith, that 


may offer up my prayers with zeal and 
devotion, ſo that they may be a ſpiritual 
ſacrifice, pleaſing and acceptable to thee, 
through 2 Chrift our Lord. 


on 


| After Church. | 


| (GLORY be to thee, O Lord, for the 
opportunity I have had this day of 
coming into thy houſe: 'receive my prayers 
and thankſgivings: and Lord, make me a 
doer of thy word, not a hearer only; left I 
_ deceive my own foul, | 


nan“ * 5 | A MORN- 


lee 
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| A MORNING PRAYER for @ Child. 
ANONYM. Authors 


ALMIGHTY God, the maker of every 
thing in Heaven and earth ; the dark- 


neſs goeth away, and the light cometh at 


thy command: thou art good, and thou doſt 
good continually. I thank thee that thou 

aſt taken ſuch care of me this night, and 
that I am alive, and well this morning : 
ſave me, O Lord, from evil all this day 
long, and let me love thee, and ſerve thee 
for ever, for the ſake of Jeſus Chrift, thy 


Son. Amen, 


A. EVENING PRAYER for a Child. 


| | =? 
O Lorp Gop, who knoweſt all things, 
thou ſeeſt me by night as well as by 
day. I pray thee, for Chri/f's ſake, forgive 


me whatever J have done amiſs this day, 


and keep me ſafe all this night while I am 


aſleep. I deſire to lie down under thy care, 


and to abide for ever under thy bleſſing, for 
thou art a God of all power and everlaſting 


Sin | | Morning 
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Morning and Evening Prayer are to every 
devout ſoul, like that üllar which guided 


through the wilderneſs, as a cloud by 
y to ſhadow them, and as a fire by night 


to comfort them. 


Before thou. prayeſt, prepare thyſelf, and 
be not as one t t tempts the Lord. Firſt 


ſay, Lord enable me to pray. 


4 MORNING PRAYER for a Perſon 
in private. _ 

Author of the Duty of Mans 

O Eternal God, who art of infinite Ma- 
jeſty, look down from Heaven, the 
habitation of thy holineſs, upon me thy 
unworthy ſervant; thou art a God of 
power, and eanſt relieve me; of goodneſs 


and wilt in thy good time mercifully help 


me. O Lord, the fountain of thy merey 
can never be dried up, nor the merits of my 
Saviour diminiſhed: O therefore bathe my 
ſoul * Row that being ſanctified, and 
uſtified, I may a in t t more 
por 2nd white, tives the * © king 

return my hearty thanks fo thee for my 
creation, but in a more eſpecial manner do 
ORE ; J praiſe 
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I praiſe thee for ſending thy beloved Son 
Feſus Chrift into the world to fave ſinners, 
and for calling me to the knowledge of this 
mighty ſalvation, I bleſs thee for all thy 
mercies, for preſerving me from the dangers 
of the night paſt, and bringing me fafe and 
well to the beginning of a new day. And 
as thou haſt now awakened my body from 
ſleep, ſo raiſe my ſoul from the death of 
ſin, unto a life of rightequſneſs. Let thy 
eyes always attend upon me, proſper, pre+ 
ſerve, guide, and govern me in all my 
ſtudies, actions, and employments, ſo that 
I may paſs this day, and the remainder of 
my life, according to thy bleſſed will, 
Grant, O Lord, that whatever I do, it may 
be pleaſing in thy ſight, to the glory of thy 
moſt holy name, the peace of my conſci- 
ence, and the ſalvation of my own ſoul, 
To this end, be thou, O Lord, my God 
and my Guide, my Protector and Defender: 
keep me unſpotted of the world, teach me 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly towards myſelf, righteouſly 
towards my neighbour, and piouſly towards 
thee, my God; repenting truly of my ſins, 
and ſer ing thee in holineſs, and righteouſ- 
nels all my days; that in life thou mayeſt bg 

my 


118 AN EXHORTATION TO 


my God; in death, my Deliverer; and after 
death, my eternal Rewarder, through Feſus 
Ehrift our Lord, who commanded us, when 
we pray, to ſay, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, &. 5 


The grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
the love of God, and the Fellowthip of the | 
Holy Ghoſt be with us all evermore. Amen. 


An EVENING PRAYER for 4 private 


| O Moſt glorious God, I do here return to 

give thee thanks for all thy mercies and 
bleſſings beſtowed upon my ſoul and body 
m things ſpiritual, and temporal; for my 
ereation and redemption by Feſus Chrift ; 
for thy preſervation of me this Gay from the 
many dangers F have been furrounded 
with; and that thou haſt yet ſpared me, 
and given me a gracious opportunity once 
more to call upon thee. Let the ſenſe of 
all thy bleſſings have this effect upon me, to 
make me better, and to lead me to repent- 
ance, Lord, I acknowledge and confeſs 
that thou mighteſt have taken me away fn 
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committing them, but thou haſt dealt more 
mercifully with me; give me grace never 
to abuſe this ri great mercy, : Pardon 
me all my ſins, I humbly beſeech thee, for 


the ſake of Jeſus 2 and grant me the 
* 


affiftance of thy Holy Spirit, that I may 
never more offend thee. And as I have no 
ar ſo dangerous in the whole world, as 
myſelf, good Lord, deliver me from myſelt, 
and all my ſpiritual enemies; ſuffer me not 
to be led by my own corrupt deſires and 
inclinations; but teach me ſo to number 
my days, that I may apply my heart to ſeek 
firſt thy kingdom, and it's righteouſneſs, 
that I may increaſe daily in faith, hope, and 
charity, and live ſo now, as I ſhall wiſh 
had done when I come to die. Let me hurt 
no body by word or deed, be true and juſt 
in all my dealings, bear no malice nor 
hatred in my heart, keep my tongue from 
evil ſpeaking, lying, and ſlandering, and my 
body in temperance, ſoberneſs, and chaſtity. 
Let me not think more highly of myſelf 
than I ought to think, but think ſoberly. 
Root out of my heart all pride. Make me 
meek and humble, lowly and patient to- 
e all men, belpiag dn in their 492 


the midſt of my ſins, and in the ra puneua] 
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ſes, and bleſſing them that curſe me and 
deſpitefully uſe me. Make me hate and 
abhor that Which is evil, and cleave to that 
which is good. O God of Peace, ſanctify 
me Wholly, that my whole ſpirit, ſoul, and 
body may be preſerved blameleſs unto the 
— of our Lord Feſus Grit. Keep 
me, O Lord, this night from all dangers, 
and from the fear and dread of them; grant 
me comfortable and refrething ſleep, ſuch 
as may fit me for the duties of the day fol- 
lowing: Let my lying down in the bed put 
me in 'mind of my reſting in the grave, and 
my riſing from thence. of my reſurrection, 
that both in life and death I may continue 
thine. 'Shew mercy, O Lord, to the whole 
world; let the Goſpel of thy Son run, and 
be glorified throughout all the earth, and let 
it be obeyed by all that are called Chriſtians. 
Direct and aſſiſt the governors, and paſtors 
of thy holy church, particularly him under 
whoſe guidance I am placed : bleſs the 
king, and all in authority under him: bleſs 
all my enemies, as well as friends and rela- 
tions, and comfort all the afflicted, for the 
ſake of Feſns Ghrift, in whoſe bleſſed name 
and words I continue to pray, faying, Our 
Father which art, &c c.. 25. 
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The Lord bleſs me, and keep me. The 
Lord make his face to ſhine upon me, and 
be gracious unto me. The Lord lift up 
his countenance upon me, and give me that 


peace, which this world can neither give, 
nor take from me, that peace which 


paſſeth all underſtanding, both now and 
evermore. . 


MORNING PRAYER fer a Family. 
wn Church of England-Man's Companion. 
Eternal God, and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther! look down upon us thy unwor- 
thy creatures, who preſent ourſelves before 
the Throne of thy Majeſty and Glory, to 
offer unto thee the morning ſacrifice of our 
unfeigned praiſes for the many and unde- 
ſerved favours beſtowed upon us; for cre- 


ating us reaſonable creatures, and continu- 


ing our underſtanding, limbs, and ſenſes 
intire to this preſent time; and for protect- 


| mg us from the dangers of the paſt night, 


1e 


reſhing us with ſufficient reſt, and bring 
ing us fafe to the beginning of this day. 
But more eſpecially we glorify thy name 
for thine infinite love in the redemption of 


the world by thy beloved Son Fefus Chri/t, 2 
2 N ö 
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the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. O Lord, give us all grace to praiſe 
thee, not only with 8 but by 
living in obedience to thy holy commands 
all the days of qur life, Good God, make 
us truly ſenſible of, and penitent for all the 
ſins that we have committed againſt 4 
divine Majeſty in thought, word, or d 
Waſh away their guilt, with the precious 
blood of thy dear Son; be reconciled to us 
for his ſake, and fave us from the wrath to 
come. Draw our minds from the love of 
this world, and teach us to uſe it with tem- 
perance, ſobriety, and moderation; with an 
intire truſt and dependance on thy fatherly 
Care, and good providence, and with a 
fect ſubmiſſion to thy bleſſed will in all 
things. O Lord, root out of our hearts all 
pride, and envy; all hatred, malice, and ill 
will: put away from us all cenſoriouſneſs, 
and uncharitableneſs; all lying and ſlander- 
ing, and whatever elſe is contrary to a 
Chriſtian ſpirit; and endue us, we 
humbly pray thee, with that meekneſs and 
humility, which is in thy ſight of ſo great 
value, and with all thoſe holy and Chriſtian 
diſpoſitions which thou loveſt and delighteſt 
in. Inſtruct us in all the particulars * our 
. 3 ts 
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duty, which we owe to thee, our neigh- 
bour, and ourſelves. Guide and conduct 
us by thy good Spirit through all the buſi- 
neſs, and affairs of this life. Teach us to 
act with faithfulneſs and honeſty in every 
thing that we take in hand; and give us 
ſuch a dread of thy diſpleaſure, and ſuch a 
ſenſe of thy continual preſence with us, as 
may ſecure us by thy grace againſt all the 


' temptations of the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil. | 8 


O Lord, aſſiſt us this day with the gra- 
cious motions of thy Holy 
2, mult not Spirit, that we may continu- 
ay this on Sun- 8 e 
day morning. Ally ariſe from the death © 
| ſin, unto a life of righteouſ- 
neſs ;. preſerve us from the dangers of evil 
company, from the deceitfulneſs ' of our 
own hearts; and defend us more efpecially 
from thoſe fins that are moſt apt to betray 
and infnare us. Let thy bleſſing accom- 
pany all our honeſt labours and endeavours; 
and vouchſafe us ſuch a meaſure of health, 
and other temporal mercies, as thou ſeeft 
deſt and: moſt fitting for us. We deſire, O 
Lord, to leave ourfelves, and all our affairs 
in thy hands, humbly beſeeching thee to 
M 2 take 
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take us, and all that belong to us under the 
protection of thy good Providence; and ſo 
to bleſs, direct, and guide us in this life, 
that we may at laſt obtain that greateſt of 
all bleſſings, the eternal ſalvation of our 
immortal is, through the merits, and for 
the fake of thy dear Son our Saviour ut 
Chriſt, for whom our Souls do bleſs and 
praiſe thee, and in whole moſt holy words 
we ſum up all our own, and the wants of 
all mankind, ſaying, Our Father which art 
in Heaven, &c. 


The grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 


On A r Day in the Morning, add this 
to your other Prayer in the Family. 


O Moſt merciful Father, be pleaſed to 
prepare our hearts this day for thy 
worſhip and ſervice with fervent zeal, and 
hearty deyotion, that we may enter into thy 
gates with thankſgiving, and into thy courts 
with praiſe, that no vain imaginations may 
diſturb our minds, but that our prayers mw 
be like incenſe acceptable unto thee th 


the interceſſion of Zeus Chrijt, Lord, help 
; us 


2e 
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_ after receive us into thy heavenly kin 


EJACULATORY PEAYER. 125 


us to attend diligently to the precepts and 
inſtructions of thy holy word, that we may 
retain them in our minds, and they may 
influence our lives and actions; that we 
may not be hearers of thy word only, but 
likewiſe doers of it, and ſo may be bleſſed 
in the deed. O Lord, we moſt humbly 
beſeech thee to hearken graciouſly unto the 
prayers, and accept of the praiſes, which 
are offered unto thee this day by thy holy 
Catholic church throughout the world, and 
ſend down thy bleſſings upon her; that all 
who profeſs, and call themſelves Chriſtians, 
may be brought out of hereſy and error, 
may be delivered front all dangers and 
calamities, may' depart from all miquity, 
and devoutly ſerve thee in all manner of 
you works, unto their lives: end. Good 

ord, hear our prayers, and' grant our 


requeſts, and eo us fafely through all 


the changes of this mortal life; and here- 


for thy well beloved Son's ſake, Fefus Chry 
our dear and only Saviour, in whoſe bleſſed 
nume and words we conclude our prayers, 
ſaying, Our Father, &c. And then con- 
chude with this bleſſing, The grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 1ove of Gau, * 
M 3 / 
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the fellmoſbip of the Holy Ghoſt be with us ali 


evermore.” Thus does our church, with 
great wiſdom, piety, and prudence, diſmiſs 
the congregation. In this bleſſing alone 
conſiſts Chriſtian happineſs ; and till it is 
3 the ſoul muſt feel an aching void. 

or infinite in its defires, and immortal in 
its nature, the compaſs of the earth, and 
all that is therein, can never fatisfy it ; 
nothing but Chri/t and his grace, God and 
his love, the Spirit and his conſolations. 
This, and this alone will ſatisfy; for here is 
the proper and true ſupply of all its wants. 
He that is partaker of this happinefs, is 
able to deny all worldly luſts, and thirſts 
after no other. In proſperity, it heightens 
Op comfort, and delivers him from the 
abuſe of his abundance; in ſickneſs and 
adverſity, it is a ſource of patience and 
of peace; in retirement it well ſupplies 
the abſence of friends and company. In 
ſhort, this fellowſhip is light in darkneſs, 
life in death, and God in all. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy. The word Sabbath 
ſignifies reſt. This holy reſt on the Lord's 
day ſhould put us in mind of entering = 
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that heavenly and everlaſting reſt, which 
remaineth for the people of God, where 


there ſhall be no more ſorrow, and pain, 
but a full enjoyment of thoſe pleaſures 
which are at God's right hand. Make not 
the Sabbath a day of idle, unprofitable reſt ; 
but ſanctify and eſteem it holy, by ſetting 
it apart for the exerciſe of religious duties. 
Beware you do not cut yourſelves off from 
the bleſk 

ople in this world, and ſo expoſe your- 
ſelves to the dangers of being for ever cut 
off from the bleſſed ſociety of ſaints and 
angels in the world to come. By keeping 
the Sabbath- day holy, not only the curſe of 
God will be avoided, but temporal as well 
as ſpiritual bleſſings will be poured down 
upon you. It was the obſervation of Biſhop 
Hall (one of the greateſt and beſt of men of 


the age he lived in) that the whole week is 


made holy by the ſtrict oblervance of the 
Sabbath-day; and according, fays he, to my 
care of the Lord's day, is my bleſſing on 
the reſt of the days in the week. The 
875 learned, and good Sir Matthew Hale 
id the ſame thing upon a long, and ſound 
obſervation and experience. - Feſus Chriff, 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, aroſe on _ day 
; rom 


ed ſociety of God's church and- 
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from the dead, and gave a new life unto 


the world ia it; therefore juſtly do we ſing. 
wich the Plalmilt,, This is the day which the 
Lord hath made; let us therefore rightly 
obſerve. it, by having our converſation in 
Heaven. And he that ſpends a ſeventh day 


in praying to God in his- Church, and in 


thinking upon another life, will not eaſil 
fall into the corruptions of this world in he 


other ſix days. 


An EVENING PRAYER for a Family. 

1 4 | Mr. Craſſnan. 

After reading God's holy word, let the 

maſter of the family ſay, Glory be to the 

Father, and ts the Sun, and to the Holy Ghoſt. 

And let alli the reſt anfwer, As it was in the 

beginning, is now; and ever” ſhalt be, world 

without end, Amen. Then (all devoutly 

- 202 PAR the: maſter of the family 
ay; | t 


Let us p 
O Maſt glorious: and ever bleſſed Lord 
God, who dwelleſt in the higheſt 
Heavens, yet vouchſafeſt to 3 


Pr 
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loweſt creatures here on earth, we thy 
unworthy; ſervants now come before thee: 
upon our knees, humbly beſeeching thy 
Majeſty, for the ſake of thy beloved Son, to 
be merciful to us, and to pardon and forgive 
us our fins: for we acknowledge, O Lord, 
that we have many times acted fooliſhly ; 


that we have done thoſe things which thou 


haſt forbidden, and have neglected to do 
thoſe things which thou haſt commanded; . 
O let that mercy of thine, which has ſpared 
us thus long, lead us to repentance; that we 
may henceforth forſake our evil ways, and 
turn unto thee the Lord our God. Give 
us grace, O Lord, ſeriouſly to con ſider the 
great work we have to do, and the ſhortneſs 


and uncertainty of the time we have to do 


it in, that we may not conſume our days in 
ſin and vanity, nor ſet our hearts ſo much 
upon this world, as to neglect the great 
concerns of our ſouls; but let us make ijt 
our chief care to ſerve and pleaſe thee, and 
to provide for our eternal ſtate. But, O 
Lord, we pray not for ourſelves alone, but 
for all Chriſtians; eſpecially for this church 
and nation: bleſs the King and all the 
Royal Family. Bleſs the miniſter Whom 
thou haſt ſet over us, aud proſper his 
. labours 
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labours to the ſalvation of our fouls. Blefs 
all our friends, and forgive all our enemies: 
convert the ſinner, comfort the ſick and 
afflicted, and be pleaſed to provide for the 
fatherleſs and the widow. And now, O 
merciful Father, accept, we beſeech thee, 
of our moſt humble and hearty thanks, 
for all thy mercies from time to time 
vouchfafed to us; for the Fountain of them 
all, the holy Jeſus, and for all the benefits 
of our Redemption, for the light of the 
Goſpel, for the comforts of bleſſed 
Spirit, and the of eternal Glory. 
We praiſe thee alſo for the uſe of our reaſon, 
for our food and raiment, for our health and 
ſtrength; and particularly for thy watchful. 
care and good providence over us this day. 
And we humbly befeech thee to continue 
thy mercies to us, and to take us this night. 
into thy care and protection. Defend this 
habitation, and all about it, from fire, ſtorm, 
and tempeſt; and from every ſad accident. 
Deliver us from the power and malice of 
evil ſpirits, aud keep us out of the hands of 
wieked men; and ſet us go to our reſt in 
ſafety, and in peace with one another. 
Laſtiy, make us, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 
an holy and religious houſhold, * 
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thee, and loving one another; and grant 
that we may live together ſuch a peaceable 
and godly family all our days, that when 
Death ſhall ſeparate us from each other 
bere on earth, we may meet again in 
Heaven; and there dwell together in jo 
and happineſs for evermore, O — 
us, and accept of theſe our prayers 
and praiſes for the ſake of our bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer 7eſus Ghrift, who 
hath taught us when we pray, to lay, Our 
Father which art in Heaven, &. 52 


The grace of our Lord. Je Chrifh, and 
the — God, and e of 
p uk. ag Ghoſt be with us all evermore. 


l 


On the Lord's Day in the Evening, add this 
to your other Prayer in the Family. 


Gop, we blefs thee for the opportunit 
O thou haſt given us of — into by 
courts. We beſeech thee to accept the 
praiſes, and return a gracious anſwer to the 
prayers of thy church, which . — 

e 
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offered up unto thee on this thy bleſſed 
Sabbath ; and of thy infinite goodneſs grant 
to us, and to all thy people everywhere, 
that whatſoever: good inſtructions we have 
learned from thy word, we may carefully 
remember, and diligently follow; and 
- whatever good deſires thou haſt put into 
any of our hearts, we humbly beg, that by 
the aſſiſtance of thy grace, we may bring the 
ſame to good effect; and daily increafe in 
the knowledge and love of thee our God, 
and of Zefus Chrift our Lord: ſo that bein 
rooted in faith, and abounding in the an: 
of the Lord, we may every Sabbath be 
fitting ourſelves more and more for ſeeing 
our God and Srviour, that when we ſhall. 
ceale to praiſe and ſerve thee with thy faints 
on earth, we may continue to be fo em- 
ployed with the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven, 
and there enjoy an everlaſting Sabbath for 


The church of England thus declares her 
ſenſe of confirmation in one of her canons. 
It has been a ſolemn, ancient, and laudable 
cuſtom, continued from the Apoſtles time, 
that all Biſhops ſhould lay their hands upon 

children baptized, and inſtructed in the 

SHY catechiſm 
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catechiſm of the Chriſtian —_— praying 
over them, and bleſſing them. | 
This laying on of hands, with prayer by 
the Biſhop, we call by the name of onfir- 
mation; the intent of it being, that by the 

2 of God's __ Spirit, which is —— 
for, the young perſons ſhould be con 
that is, ſtrengthened in their hol — 
tions of performing that vow 447 romiſe 
made for them in baptiſm by their God- 
fathers and God-mothers, which they then 
take upon themſelves, unto their lives end, 
and _ CR their e urg 


4 PRAYER to be ed i in private, by a 42 
0 ' Perſon going to be confirmed. 

Bihop Gil 
Ble be thy name, O Lord, that I 
was born in a Chriſtian nation, and 
admitted into thy church by baptiſm, and 
that I have been continued in life, to be able 
io underſtand my baptiſmal vow, and to 
confirm it in my — Lord, I heartily 
- take that ſolemn engagement upon myſelf, 
- and freely renounce 5 ſin, the works of 
the devil, the vanities of the world, and the 
inordinate luſts and deſires of the fleſh : and 
N having 
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having thus reſolved to live in all dutiful 
obedience to thee, and thy laws, I carneftly 
implore, and beg the aſſiſtance of thy grace, 
to enable me to perſevere, and continue 
* in this ho 128 through Jeſu⸗ 
Oris, r blelled And Saviour. * 


| 4 FORM of THANKSGIVING, . 
* * uſed in private after 1 


Most gracious God, who keepeſt Sa 
nant with them that love thee, and 

walk before thee with their whole heart, 1 
praiſe thy holy name for the opportunity I 
have enjoyed of dedicating * giwing up 
myſelf to thee and thy ſervice, in the pre- 
ſence of the church. Do thou, O mereiful 
Father, who haſt; hitherto preſerved me in 
yg and ſoul, ſo ſtrengthen and direct me 
cious influences of thy good 

Saab, — I may — eſs thy 
truth unto my life's end, and a con- 
ſeience void of offence towards and 
towards men: and having walked in new- 
ad ware y; — — 
s may at N 
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he brought to life through the goſpel, who 
liveth, and reigneth with thee, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, one God, world without end, 


Our Saviour ordained only two facra- 
ments in his church: the firſt ſacrament is 
Baptiſm, which enters us into the covenant 
of grace in Chriſt; and the ſecond ſacrament 
is the Lord's Supper, which gives us ſtrength 
and power to continue in that covenant, 
The ſacred writers inform us that the ſa- 
crament of the Lord's Su was inſtitut- 
ed, and appointed by O — ſame night 
in which he was betrayed} for the forgive- 
neſs of ſins, and to bring his death always 
to our remembrance till his coming again 


to — — For as St. Paul ſays to the 
Corinthians, As often as ye eat this bread, and 


drink this cup, ye 
he come. Grip is prefent in this ſacrament 


after a divine and wonderful manner, and 
wes himſelf under the outward and viſible 
igns of bread and wine to be our nouriſh+ 
Lou muſt not ſuppoſe that we do with 


our mouths eat the real fleſh, and drink the 
real blood of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


N 2 rift 
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Chrift; no; what we eat is bread, and whiat 
we drink is wine; and by doing this accord- 
ing to Oriſts commandment in remem- 
brance of his death and ſufferings, all the 
benefits which he thereby purchaſed are 
made ſure, and conveyed to us. This action 
is called a Sacrament, that is, a ſign of a 
holy thing, for it not only procures Christ's 
dwelling in our hearts, but makes them the 
temple of the holy Spirit.” It is called the 
Lord's Supper, becuue our Lord Feſus 
ri ordained it at his laſt ſupper with his 
2 It is alſo called a Maio # 
which ſignifies that many partake of it to- 
gether.” And it is the communion of the 
body and blood of the Lord joining us to him 
by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, through 
faith, that is, wrought in us. It is peculi- 
arly appointed to nouriſn, and increaſe the 
ſpiritual life. The Scripture aſſures us, 
that much more is contained in this ſacra- 
ment than a bare memorial, or repreſenta- 
tion. The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, 
is it not the communion of the blood of 
Chrift? a means of communicating the blood 
there neprefented and remembered, to every 
believing foul! Indeed, in what manner 
this is done, I know not; it is enough for 
2 i * me 


ow 


r 2 * mM... oy I ww wt (Þ 1 w- 
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ma to admire. One thing 1 know-(as ſaid the 
blind man of our Lord) he lad clay upon 
mine eyes, and behald I fee. He hath bleſſed 
and given me this bread and wine, and m 
ſoul received comfort. Sinee it pleat 

Oriſi to work thereby, O my God, when- 
ſoever thou ſhalt bid me, go and walk uv 
Fordan, Iwill go; and will no mare doubt 
of _ made clean from my ſins, than if 
1 had bathed in thy blood. And when 
thou ſayeſt, go, take and eat this bread 
which I have bleſſed, I will not doubt of 
being fed with the true bread: of life. L 
want and ſeek my Saviour himſelf, and 1 
haſte to this ſacrament fon the ſame purpoſe, 
that St. Peter and Fohn haſted to his ſepul- 
chre; becauſe: I hope to find! him there. 
Ghri/t having been offered up in the fulneſs 
of time, and in the midſt of the world, 


Which is his great temple, and having been 


thence carried up to Heaven, which is his 
ſanctuary; from: thence - falvation 
all around, as the burnt-offering did its 
ſmoke; as the golden altar did its perſumes; 
and as the burning candleſtick. its light. 


Obriſ ſends down: to earth the graces that 


and from the continual interceſſion 


oh 1 _ that 
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that attends it. He is pleaſed to beſtow 
ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs bleſſings, 
in the ſeveral ordinances of his church, 
which, as the ſtars in Heaven, differ from 
each other in glory. Faſting, praying, 
hearing his word are all good and neceſſary 
veſſels, to draw water from this well of 
ſalvation. But they are not all equal. 
The holy communion, when well uſed, 
exceeds as much in bleſſing, as it exceeds . 
in danger of a curſe when wickedly and 
irreverently taken. All the inſtruments of 
religion do meet together in this ordinance. 
Nothing leſs than the body and blood of 
Chrift is ſufficient to keep up the divine life 
of 'a Chriſtian. This is the wine that 
maketh glad the heart of man; this is the 
bread that ſtrengthens man's heart. At this 
bleſſed table we meet with the good Shep- 
herd, who feeds his ſheep in the wilderneſs 
of this world, whoſe delight is to be with 
the children of men. Here we obtain par- 
don and forgiveneſs of all our paſt ſins and 
offences: here we receive the grace and 
aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit to ſtrengthen 
us, that we may run the race that is ſet be- 
fore us, and ſo run that we may obtain the 


prize of our high calling in Ghriyft Fe 7 


4 
F 
, 
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If je love me, ſays our dear Redeemer, keep 
my Commandments : but how can they pre- 
tend to love the holy Feſus, who live in a 
ſtupid neglect, or wretched contempt of his 
dying command, Do this in — of 
me? do this in remembrance that my body 
was nailed to the croſs, and that my blood 
was poured out for the fins of the world. 
If the hearts of men were not harder than 
the nether milſtone, they muſt be moved, 
and affected, and could never refuſe to come. 
to this heavenly banquet, being ſo lovingly 
called, and bidden by Chrizft himſelf; an 
habitual neglect of which is a kind of re- 
nouncing Chriſtianity ;-a ſeparating from 
the communion of ri 1 in that 
act which is the peculiar mark of the wor- 
ſhippers of the crucified Jeſus, If the love 
of God in giving his Son to die for us; if 
the love of Chriſt in emptying himſelf of 
his glory, and humbling himfelf to take our 
fleſh, that he might ſuffer death upon the 
croſs, and ſave the Forfeited lives of our ſouls 
from deſtruction will not bend our ſtubborn 
hearts, what will? Can you know and 
believe that all-your hopes are treaſured up 
in Chri/t; and that if he does not ſtand be- 
twixt the wrath of God, and your ſins, you 
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muſt periſh.; and yet when he calls you to 
own him, and be owned by him, and receive 
freſh ſupplies. of ſpiritual liſe at his hands, 
deliberately turn away from him; is not 
this bearing witneſs againſt yourſelves, that 

ou have but little ſenſe and belief of the 

leſſing of a Redeemer ; that your heart is 
not yet turned to Chr:?, but under the domi- 
nion of a worldly ſpirit, and that you prize 
other things a great deal more than the 
ſalvation the holy Jeſus hath. wrought for 
you.?—As it is the ſevere ſentence of him 


Who eateth and drinketh unworthily, that 


he is guilty of the body and blood of the 


Lord, andeateth and-drinketh damnation to 


himſelf ; ſo. (ſays a devout author) the ſen« 
tence of God is equally ſevere againſt thoſe, 


who, being invited, refuſe to come: for he 


hath ſaid that they, ſhall not taſte: of his 
fupper.. And our Saviour hath declared, 
that unleſs we eat the fleſh of the Son of 
Man, and drink his blood, we-have no-life 


in us. From the danger then of unworthy, 


receiving, we ought. not to infer, that we 


may ſafely ſtay away; but rather to con- 


clude with St. Haul; therefore let a- man er- 
amine himſelf, and ſo let him ent that brrad, 
and drink . of that. cup. The preparation 


Nn neceſſary 
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neceflary to the performance of this duty 
after an acceptable manner, conſiſts, as our 
excellent Church Catechiſm inſtructs us, 
in the following particulars : 1. Self-Exa- 
mination. | 2. I rue: Repentance for our 
former Sins. 3. A ſtedfaſt Purpoſe to lead 
a new Life. 4. A lively Faith in God's 
Mercy through -Ghri/t. d. A thankful 
Remembrance of Gris Death. 6. Cha- 
rity with all men. If, my dearly beloved 


brethren, you love Chriſt, and have a true 


and ſincere deſire to lead a new life, you 
need not be afraid to come to the Lord's 
Supper, and to receive it to your comfort ; 
for thus Grit will accept you, and fo 
render you more worthy of him, giving you 
his righteouſneſs and ſpirit, and enduing 
you more and more with his power from 
on high to love and ferve him faithfully all 
the days of your lives. 8 
As this bread of life and\wine-of glad- 
neſs will confirm and increaſe your graces; 
therefore come you that are weak, that you 
may become ſtrong, and you that are ſtrong, - 
that you may not become weak, Come 
ou that hunger after Heaven, and drink at 
this fountain of bliſs. The real joy, and 
ſubſtantial ſatisfaction, which — 
8 
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this holy action, are not to be expreſſed by 
any, but thoſe happy ſouls, who have made 


the experiment. rceive (ſays the 
a the ide of 7e us G that 
there are two things ſo abſolutely neceſl; 
for me, that without them this miſerable life 
would be altogether infupportable to me. 
Shut up as I am in the priſon of this body, 
Leannot but ſtand in need of food and light. 
Thou giveſt me, Lord, thy ſacred fleſh for 
the nouriſhment of my foul, and that under 
elements, which at the ſame time feed my 
body; and thy word to be a lantern unto 
my feet, and a light unto my paths. Should 
8 a be wanting, I 7 *. 
poſſibly live, for thy word is the lig 

ny, {ou and thy . the bread of 


4 PRAYER #4 be uſed ſome time before you 
receive the holy Sacrament, © 


4 | | 4 Mr. Craſman. 
O Am Cod and merciful Father, 
Chr: 


who, haſt given thine only Son Feſus 
to die for us, who didſt ordain an holy 
„ for a continual remembrance of his 
death and ſufferings, I acknowledge thy 


mercy 
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mercy and goodneſs towards me, who haſt 
given me (by thy miniſter) an invitation to 
thy heavenly table, and haſt inclined my 
heart to come thither, in obedience to thy 
command. I acknowledge, O Lord, that 
I'am unworthy to appear before thee, but 
ſince thou prepared this ſpiritual feaſt 
for poor miſerable ſinners, haſt called 
all fuch to come unto thee, and thou wilt 
refreſh them: Lo, I come ſ though unwor- 
thy, to do thy will, O God; pardon, and 
accept me for thy mercies ſake ; and help 
me, in the mean time, to fit and prepare 
myſelf in the beſt manner I am able, for 
receiving theſe holy myſteries. Grant that 
I may come with the moſt unfeigned re- 
pentance for all my paſt miſcarriages; and 
with the moſt ſerious purpoſes of amend- 
ment, and newneſs of life: O let me 
receive a broken and a bleeding Saviour 
with a broken and contrite heart, and let 
me ever after live unto the bleſſed F#ſus, 

who. died for me: for his ſake I | 
forgive all who have offended me, and beg 
thou wilt difpofe and enable me to live in 
peace and love with all my brethren. - Give 
me an heart truly thankful for the exceed- 
ing great love of tay Saviour in dying for 
| | = 
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us, and the innumerable benefits which, by 
his precious blood- ſhedding, he hath obtained 
to us. Through the merits of his ſuffer- 
ings, O forgive me at thine holy table all 

that I have ever done amiſs, and grant me 
the aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit to enable 

me to live more ſoberly, righteouſſy, and 
godly for the time to come; that ſo I may 
look with comfort towards that happy day, 
when the righteous ſhall be removed from 
the communion of ſaints! here, to feaſt, with 
the Lord Jeſus, amidſt the bliſsful company 
of ſaints and angels in his eternal and 
z heavenly kingdom. O that I may make 
at my chief care to obtain this joy and bleſ- 


ſedneſs, through the merits of our Lord 


and: Saviour Jeſus ni, Who now ſitteth 
there at the right hand of God, to whom 
glory and dominian for ever and ever, Amen. 
ene nee bes, eee die 
tel bas. Sinh, i een ider 
A little before receiuing the. Sacrament, ſay, 
ing S ĩ 10 $44, 3h, GA 
LR D, I am not worthy. thou ſhouldſt 
enter under my roof; I am not worthy 


to gather the crumbs under thy table: yet 


as thou condeſcendeſt to invite me to come 


and de made whole, I joyfully 200 


- 


5pzyhe | 
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invitation. I with hearty forrow confeſs 
my former fins, which I have ſo often com- 
mitted againſt thee, in thought, word, and 
deed; I beg pardon for them, and do reſolve 
with thy grace helping me to forſake them, 
und to love and ſerve thee faithtully all the 
days of my life. I come to thy delicious 
banquet, O Lord, I come a miſerable ſin- 
ner, preſuming nothing for my own merits 
but entirely truſting in thy mercy, and good- 
neſs: Lord make me a worthy partaker, 
bleſs thine ordinance, and make it an effec- 
tual means of thy grace: then bleſs and 
ſanctify my heart alſo; O my Father, here 
I offer up tb thee my ſoul; and thou offereſt 
to me thy Son. at I offer, is indeed an 
unclear! habitation to receive the Holy One 
of Ira. Come in, nevertheleſs, O Feſus, 
thou eternal Prieſt; but cleanſe thy houſe 


at thy coming. I am a poor, ſinful, and, 


unlefs thou help; a loſt creature; but yet 
ſuch as T am, ſinful and loſt, J wait for th 

ſalvation. Come in, O Lord, with thy 
ſalvation to a dying man, to make him 
whole; to releaſe a ſinner᷑ tied hand and foot 
witt'' the bonds of iniquity, to 8 and 
abſolve him, who confeſſes his fins. Como 
in my Saviour, as thou didſt to the * 

” O0 — 
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both to make me better, and to ſave. me. O 
let this day ſalvation come to this houſe! let 
the breaking of the bread put me in, mind 
how Chriſt's holy body was broken with, the 
crown of thorns, the ſcourges, the nails, 
and the ſpear, how it was torn and crucified 
for my ſins: O let the pouring out of the 
wine call to my remembrance the ſtream of 
blood, which flowed: from the wounded 
hands, feet, head, and ſide of the cruciſied 

eſus! Let this conſideration wound my 

eart, and make me cry out, Lord, give me 
grace, that I may never crucify thee again 


by my ſins. As, thou, O bleſſed Jeſus 


cameſt to die for ſinners, and art here pre- 
Tent, vouchſafe to be known to me in break 
ing of bread, that by the ſtrength of it, 1 


may walk my forty days, till I come 40 that 
holy mountain, where, without the help of 
any bread, or outward ſign, I ſhall fee my 
God face to face. Thou, O Saviour, here 
waitelt to receive our prayers, to heal gh 

broken in heart, to bind up their wounds, — 
reſtore the conſcience to the favour of God 


| * home with the bleſſing of peace, 
th 


at peace of God which paſſeth all under: 
ſtanding; dwell in me, and ſo pre ſerye my 


4 


body and ſoul to everlaſting life. 2 Ws) 
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2 At going to the Altar, fay,. "FE 


I the multitude of thy mercies, O Lord, 
I I now approach thine altar; grant me 

the pardon of all my fins, and all other be- 
nefits of Chr;/t's death, and ſufferings; that 
J may be filled with grace, and ſo ſtrength- 
ened to run in the way of thy command- 
ments, that I may at laſt obtain the crown, 
of munen glory. 6 


. . At giving Alms. 1 
B. Ken. 
LESSED be thou, O Lord God; for all 
things come of thee, and of thine own 
do I now give thee: O let this alms be an 
odour of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice accept- 
_ ans wn pleaſing to the. 


4 ter receiving the Brea 
Moſt gracious God, the Father of 
-mercies, and the God of all comforts, 
ſpeak peace to my poor ſoul, which now 
deſireth to turn unto thee; to be reconciled 
unto thee, and for the time to come above 
all things to love thee, and to honour thee. 


O let this blefſed bread, that I have here 
O 2 | taken, 
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taken, be a ſeal of my pardon. from thee; let 
it be a means of conveying thy holy S 125 


to me, and ere AFRS- into all hs 
graces, | 
After receiving the Cup. 
14 
Trinity | Father, Son, and Holy 


r ever prailed by thy adorable 
Of for befor 1 to * 2 for 
our creation, redemption, and ſanctification. 
O Father of mercies! pardon my ſins. O 
my dear Saviour! plead thy precious blood 
and merits for me. O Holy Gboſt! fan 
me by thy love, and make my lol thy 


temple NT Amen. Amen. 


A fbort THANKSGIVING after the Come: 
munion fo be uſed in the Seat, or at the 


Tord Tal ie. 
Dr. Featly, 


Geer Redeemer, I moſt heartly, 
thank thee for theſe pledges f thy Jove, 
and tokens of thy favour, and ſeals of the 
general 1 for all my ſins. And I vow, 
by the help of thy ſtrengthening grace from, 
e ever to keep and abſtain ever 
ban all appearances! of evil, and never DE 
lingly 
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lingly offend thee in thought, word, or deed. 
How ſhould I fin againſt thee, who haſt died 
for me, and waſhed my ſins in thy blood, 
which I have now received ſpiritually to my 
unſpeakable comfort? 


If the communion is large, fill up your 
time with ſome thoughts on ſuch parts of 
the ſervice as will warm your affections and 
raiſe a ſpirit of devotion in your breaſt. 

After thou halt received the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment carry thyſelf inſuch a manner, as that 
men may judge by all thy actions, and ſee 
by the holineſs of thy life, and converſation, 
that thou haſt been with 7#/us, that God is 
with thee, that thou art one with Chr:fft, and 
Chrift with thee, | 


As I find many people do not underſtand 
the words repentance, faith, and obedjence : and 
as the whole of religton is contained in theſe 
three words, it is neceſſary to explain them. 

Now repentance fignifics a ſorrow for ſin, 
a hatred ot it, and the whole change of a 
ſinner in mind, will, and actions from evil 
to good, from Satan to God. Obſerve the 
ſtrong and affecting lines in which St. Paul 
paints repentance, Car. vii. Godly ſorrom 

een 304 Vorketh 
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worketh to ſalvation not to be 
repented of. For behold what carefulneſs 
is wrought in you, yea, What indignation, 


yea, what fear, yea, what vehement deſire, 


„ what zeal, yea, what revenge!“ | 
Faith means a belief that the Bible is the 
. 
lout Upan 74s depending upon 
him alane for forgiveneſs and 5 a 
belief of God's promiſe, and a reliance in 
brill power to juſtify and pardon by his 
mercy, and andify and make holy by his 
irit. Obſerve that the prayers of our 
church teach us, that all the mercies, graces, 
and promiſes of God to mankind, are wholly 


contained in the Lord 7Z2/us Chriſt, and come 


to us only through him; for every prayer 
concludes with the acknowledgment of this 


truth. +4 "14 | 
Obedience means the keeping God's com- 
mandments. But if you aſk, who is ſufficient 
for theſe things? I tell you, go man, with- 
out the aſſiſtance of the bleſſed Spirit. As 
theſe great and invaluable bleſſings are the 
gifts of God, he will be enquired of to do 
theſe things for us. The promiſes of the 
Golpel are very encouraging. Aft, ſays 
Ghrifh, and at ſhall be given yon; ſeeks, and 3. 
Hall. fd; knock, and it ſhall be opened to _ 
| | reg 
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For every one that aſketh, recerveth. Your hen. 
venly Father will gius his boly Spirit to them 
tbat aſk him, Luke xi. Let me beſeech you 
to pray often, and earneſtly for this ſpirit; 
it will be your comfort in life, and at the 
hour of death. You may as ſoon expect to 
live withaut breathing, as to be true Chrif. 
tians, without the Spirit of God, which in- 
lightens the darkneſs of our underſtandings, 
ſtrengthens the weakneſs of our wills, and 
furniſhes us with power unto every good 


A PRAYER for Repentance, Faith, aud 
TUB Growth im Grace. bi 
141 , Ch. of Eng. Cons; Pe. 
O Eternal God, gracious and long ſuffer- 
ing, the Fountain of mercy and holi- 
neſs, hear the cries, and regard the ſuppli- 
_ cations of thy ſervant; and work. in e 
a ſorrow-for my offences as may be de 

to the whole body of ſin, but the parent of 
an excellent repentance. O fuffer me not 
any more to do any act of ſhame ; let me not 
look back upon Sadam, nor delight to dweil 
in the neighbourhood of the horrible regions 
of Death: but let thy grace be preſent with 
me, that I may with ſo ſtrong a refit, 
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ſo holy a repentance, ſo pure a hope, and ſo 
ſublime a charity, turn unto thee, that no 
temptation _ enceforth be able to prevail 


againſt me. ork in me an holy and un- 
reproveable faith, whereby I may overcome 
the world, erucify the fleth, and quench all 
the fiery darts of the devil: and let this 
= roduce charity, that my repentance 

perfect an ende and my 
4 of an increaſe my love of God, and 
that love produce univerſal obedience to his 
commandments, and that univerſal obedience 
be perpetual. Strengthen me each day, 
more and more continually with thy holy 
Spirit, that I may grow in grace, and pro- 
ceed in holineſs, live in thy favour, and die 
with thy bleſſing, and at the day of judg- 
ment may have my portion in the reſur- 
rection of the Juſt, and enter into the joy 
of my Lord, to reap from the mere ies of 
God in the harveſt of a bleſſed eternity, 
what is here ſowed in tears, and penitential 
ſorrow; being pardoned and accepted, and 
ſaved — 978 the mercies __ — in our Sa- 


viour Chrift, 
ee $i thine PIE io 
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A'PRAYER to be ſaid at the four Seaſons of 
one — called er Weeks; whith are'ſet 


— 1 begging God's laing by Fafting 


by 2 2 Je that are 1 be admut- 
9 — 


0 Book Com. Pr. 
Aren God our | heavenly Father, 
who haſt purchaſed to thy ſel 12 univer- 
ſal church by . cious b of thy dear 
Son : mercifully lool . the ſame, and 
2 this time ſo guide and govern the minds 
of thy ſervants the biſhops and paſtors of thy 
flock, that they may lay hands ſuddenly on 
ng man, but faithfully and wiſely make 
choice of fit perſons to ſerve in the ſacred 
miniſtry of thy — And to thoſe who 
ſhall be ordained to any holy function, give 
thy grace and heavenly benediction, that 
_ their life and doctrine they may ſet 
| lory, and ſet forward the ſalva- 
pt 2 men, through * Chrift oy 
ord, - 


4 PRAYER be uſed 
1 upon any Day of | 


g. 


Manna, 

0 Bleſſed God, thou haſt vouchſafed to 
declare thyſclf a Cod (ous and 01 

ci | 
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iful, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and 

| 00 Hear me, therefore, O moſt merciful 

Father, and look with Pity upon me, who, 
Ot. 


. 


in behalf of myſell, an he ſinful people 
of this land, fall low on my knees before 
thee, begging for mercy and pardon at the 


throne of grace. O Lord, I do moſt for- 


rowfully confeſs, that we are a wicked and 
rebellious people, notwithſtanding the ma- 
nifold and often repeated mercies, which 
thou haſt vouchſafed us. For thy name's 
ſake, and for the ſake of thy Son Feſus Ghrift. 
our Lord, pardon the great and crying ſins 
of this whole nation; and in a more peculiar: 
manner, I beſeech thee, to pardon and waſh- 
away all my ſins in the blood of the ever 
bleſſed Feſus:- and O! be thou reconciled 


unto me, who am now ſeeking unto thee 
in faſting and prayer. | Convince every one 
of us of the great evil of ſin, and what 


dreadful. puniſhments will fall upon thoſe 
who continue in it, that we may forſake all 
our ſins and wickedneſs, and turn unto thee 
the Lord our God, and become 5 

ple. zealous of good works. Hear, O 
Ling anſwer my prayers, and let them 

rail with thee through the merits and 
interceſſion of thy dear Son Feſus Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. hen 
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1 When you are inclined to enlarge yorir 
devotions on any faſt day, you may ufe 
the excellent office of commination in our 
Gammon Prayer Book. 
In the Old Teſtament we meet with 
many inſtances of faſts, both public and 
private, in the practice of good men, as well 
as God's poſitive appointment. We often 
read of David s faſts, of Efther's, Daniel , &c. 
of ſaſts proclaimed on ſundry occaſions, and 
God himſelf calling on the people to ſanc . 
tify a faſt, to call a felern aſſembly. Now, 
ſaith the Lord, ſurm pe to me with all your 
beart;\ and with faſting, Joel ii. 12. And 
king David ſaid, I humble. my foul with fafl- 
ing, Halm xxxv. 13. ſo that there can be 
no room for any doubt concerning the duty 
of faſting, while that law continued in 
force. There are alſo many inſtances of 
faſting in the New Teſtament (J omit our 
Lord's forty days) Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel; the apoſtles before they ordained 
Haul, and Barnabas; St. Paul in faſtings oft. 
The Goſpel has made no alteration at all, as 
to the thing itſelf ;- but only as to the time 
and” circumſtance, which are left to the 


of the church, who being ſenſible 
ou the pleaſures, the cares and bufineſs ol 
= pin, · 


- 
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his world would make us forget God, have 
wiſely commanded us to obſerve- the eves 
of the Holy -· days, Lent, Ember Days, and all 


Fridays in the year (encept Ou m-A 


as days of faſting and mortification. Now 
to ſhew no regard to theſe: appointments 
deſigned for our good, and to feaſt (as is the 
cuſtom of many) when we are enjoined to 
faſt, is an inſtance (though but little laid to 
heart) of the general prevalence of mu , 
pleaſure, and intemperance. If men 

be perſuaded to attend to theſe frequent 
calls of the church to conſider their? ways, 
repent, and mind the one thing needſul b. 

weaning their affections from this: vain ant 

wicked world; and fixing them Goc) 
they might improve all theſe holy ſeaſons 


to the advantage of their ſouls.Obſerve 


that the duty of faſting commanded in 
ipture muſt be uſed with prudence. The 


and the ſickly muſt not, nay cannot 


carry it ſo far as the ſtrong. Every one 
muiſt faſt atcording as his ſtrength and con. 
ftitation will bear it. Uſe a coarſer fare 
on the days of fuſting,/ and abſtain from all 
delicacies: I: ate no pleaſant bread; ſaith 


the prohet Daniel. And always rernember 
to ſanctify this faſt by devoting it to à reli- 
e gious 


6 


reer 
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gious uſe, by meditating on the — 
$ 


of Chrift, examining the ſtate of your ſouls, 
confeſſing and bewailing your ſins, and 
praying to God for forgiveneſs, and for his 
race that you may love and ſerve him 
fee. —.— — to come. Conſider that 
ome kinds of {ins go not out but b cr 
and Gfting;: 3 
Reflect ſeriouſly every Friday upon the 
erucifixion of your Saviour for the ſins of 


tho world. Read the fifty-third chapter of 


Iſaiah,” where the prophet deſcribes Chrift 

as the Redeemer of men, his ſtate, and the 

circumſtances of his ſufferings in that moſt 

moving tenderneſs, as if he had been at 

Fiſar. Galvary; and beheld the crucified 
Ws. 


He could, by faith, cry out with 

Mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvatian. 

This chapter may be titled the paſſion of 
our Lord 
is ſo undeniable a proof of the truth of 
Chriſtianity, that the bare reading of it, and 
comparing it with the-Gaſpel-hiſtory,. hath 
converted/{ome-unbelievers,. particularly the 
earl of Rechefter, and Sir Jam Fames, and 
ht them home again to the faith and 
religion of Chriſt. A rabbi, i. e. a doctor, 
or teacher of the Z-wyh law, by his own 
1229 P confeſ- 


us, according to Iſaiab : and it 
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confeſſion, was converted by it. When you 
have read this famous propecy, or the 
twenty- ſecond Pſalm, which is a clear and 
lively deſcription of the ſufferings of wt 
his exaltation, and the "ſpreading of his 
kingdom to the utmoſt ends of the earth; 
vou may find thoſe things, which were fore- 
told fo long before, fulfilled and come to 
paſs in the xixth of St. John Goſpel, or in 
fome of the faſt chapters of the three other 
Evangeliſts. Read alſo the ſecond chapter 
of St. Peters firſt Epiſtle. And may the 
proſpect of a crucified Saviour ſo affect 
every wieked man, that he may abhor him- 
ſelf, and cry out, God, be mereiful to me a 
inner, for Chrift's ſake, and give me grate to 
repent, "belizue,. and obey. — Hear NT 
Feſus,' the Lord of life, ſpeaking from t 
eroſs to a fort of careleſs people, that go up 
and down, without any manner of regard of 
theſe his ſufferings, ſo worthy all regard: 
hear him calling out in the moſt tender and 
moving manner: [s it nothing to you all ye 
rhat paſs by?" Behold, and ſet; if ubere be any 
Sorrow" lite unto my ſorrow, which is done unto 
me; herewith" the Lord hath afflisſed me in 
thr day of bis fierce anger, Lamentat. i. 1 A. 
Jour ſins were the nails and ſpears that 
4 35 . 4 pierced 
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pierced me. Conſider that your ſins were 
the cauſe of all theſe my ſufferings. How 
9 this to cut us to the heart, and raile a 
holy indignation againſt ourſelves for the 
hand we have had in thoſe cruel wounds, 
and bruiſes, which our dear Redeemer 
underwent! How ſhould we reflect on the 


wounds which our fins and iniquities daily 


give him, and by which he is crucified 
afreſh, and put again to an open ſhame * 
As we ourſelves have crucified the juſt one: 
men and brethren, what ſhall we do? 
Repent, and believe the Goſpel, ſummon 
all our thoughts to make haſte, and adore 
the ſuffering Jeſus, this King of Glory, 
who loved us with ſo much tenderneſs, as 
to die, that we might live: view him in his 
dying agonies: there at the foot of the croſs 
with reverence and humility offer up ous 
penitential hearts; dwell r the ſhade of 
that Tree of Life; preſent ourſelves, our 
ſouls and bodies, to be reaſonable, holy, and 
lively ſacrifices unto him: and humbly be- 
feech him, that we, and the whole church 
of ri, may receive forgiveneſs. of fins, 
and all the other bleſſed effects of his ſuffer- 
ings. That he, who hath made a full, 
peifect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, — 
E P 2 an 
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and ſatisfaction for the fins of the whole 
world, would cauſe his way to be known, 
and ſhew his ſaving health, to the yet dark 
and unbelieving nations; and that all who 
do already know it, may walk worthy of 
it. And O that the death, this day taſted 
for every man, may be effectual to the ſav- 
ing of every man! Even ſo bleſſed Jeſus, 
by thine agony and bloody ſweat, by thy 
croſs and paſſion, good Lord deliver us. 


St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 


proves clearly the ſuperlative excellency of 
Ons perſon, not only above that of 
45 but above the very angels too; and 
that the ceremonies and ſacrifices under the 
law were — — ” gs to 
come, t res of Chriſt. Having 
— ru es ſays he, * boldneſs to 
enter into the, Holieſt by the blood of. Feſus, 


by a new and living way which he hath 


conſecrated for us, through the vail, that is 
to ſay, his fleſh; and having an High Prieſt 
over the houſe of God: let us draw near 
with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, 
having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil 
conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with 
pute water. Let us hold faſt the profeſſion 
of our faith without wavering,' for he is 
[2% | | faithful 


r 
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ſaichful that promiſeth. And let us conſider 


one another to provoke unto love, and to 
good works. Hebrews x. 


Seven little PRAYERS of S.. Gregory, 7s be 
igſed every Friday, the Day on which Chriſt 
ſuffered the painful Death of the Craſs. 

* en. 

O Lord Jeſus Chrift, whoſe holy body was 

torn all over with cruel ſcourges, and 
bleeding with a thouſand wounds ; whoſe 
facred temples were pierced with a crown 
of thorns; and then after a painful carrying 
of the croſs, was nailed to it as a malefac- 
tor, and ſcoffed at by the multitude; I adore 
and praiſe thee for ever. All love, all 
glory be to thee. By thy croſs and bitter 
paſſion, from the evil angel, good Feſus, 


deliver me, I beſeech thee. Amen. 
182 | 


ur * r ln A reg 
O Hand J Chriſt, who on the croſs 
didſt thirſt, and they gave thee gall and 


vinegar to drink; who watt wounded in th 
holy ſide, whence flowed water and blood; 
adore and praiſe thee for ever. All 555 all 
glory;be.to thee. Let thy wounds, I pray 
den O Greet Four heal wy ſickly, foul 


amen, 


GEES. 5 es III. 
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an. 
0 led Feſus Chrift, who did ſuffer moſt 
bitter pains in the agonies of thy death, 
eſpecially at that very v when t moſt 
holy ſoul left thy bleffed body; I adore and 
praiſe thee for ever. All love, all glory be 
to thee. Have mercy-on my poor foul, O 
ſweet 7eſu, I beſeech thee, in r departure 
| dm the body, and 27 me into life eternal. 
men. 


O £24 7 eſus Gr 1 whe was hid i in a 

O gude re with myrrh and ſweet {| * goal 
[ adore and praiſe thee for ever. All love, 
all glory be to thee. O $400 thy death be my 
life, O ſweet Jeſu. Amen. 


I 


Lord ſe „ Ch, who: didit deſcend 
into Hell, and lead captivity captive; 1 
*. and wn thee for ever. All love, 
all glory be to thee. O ſweet Zefus, never 


2 fout fink into Hell, bur'deliver it | 


e who dt riſe again 


| Yeager, and now litteſt at the right E 


duy from che dead, aſcend into 


— es TS oo n 1 
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God; I adore and praiſe thee for ever. All 


love, all glory be to thee. O grant, moſt 


merciful Saviour, that I may follow thee 
thither, and enjoy thy divine preſence to all 
eternity. Amen. | 


it VII. 
O Lord Feſus Chriſt, thou good Shepherd, 

I adore and praiſe thee for ever. Al 
love, all glory be to thee. O Lord, preſerve 
the juſt, juſtify ſinners, compaſſionate the 
faithful, and have mercy on me, a miſer- 
able unworthy ſinner. Amen. 


A PRAYER of that great ſpiritual; 
Drexelius. 1 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, let thy paſſion be my 


* guard, ſtrength, and tower of deſence: 
let thy fac | 


red wounds be my meat and 


drink: there will I feed, there bemtbriated, 


and there repoſe. O let the ff — of 
| om my ſins. 
Let thy death be my everlaſting glory. In 


for ever; who, with the Father and the holy 
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eil, liveſt and reigneſt in the wget Hea- 
7 4c ever one God, world without, A 
men. 


A copy of verſes by the — very dum ble; 4 


pious and learned ſon of the church of Eng- 
land, William Wogan, Eſq; whoſe writings 
are all calculated to improve the head, and 
hetter the heart. The author on hearing 
the bells chime to prayers, made the follow- 
ing lines; one of which is altered, that it 
may be of more general uſe: and may God 
give you grace to attend to the tolling of the 
church bells, that you may from your heart 
repeat theſe lines, and come with joy, when 
they call you into his courts, and make you 
cry out with king David, I was glad wer 
they ſaid unto me, we will / go into ihe houſe of 
the ord. EY : 
5 Come, come to me, the meek Redeemer cries; _ 
Come, come to Ciriſt, the echoing bell 7 1 
Come all E weary, all ye heavy preſs'd; 05 
Voor burdens bring, and I will, give you reſt. ; 


Ariſe, my ſoul, and joyful leave thy home; 
And, aal "ring | lay, wy come, dear Lord, 1 OFF: 


be offereth me Thanks and Praj 2 
2 me. Pfal. I. 23. Ms 


condeſcenſion in the great God 
Otis t o declare himſelf 0 his + word; 


What 


TV 
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rai ſe. By doing this, we ſhall get a taſte 

r the joys of that holy place. Let this 
ſung of a certain holy father be often in our 
mouths, My Gad and my all. The man who 
is given up to the pleaſures of the fleſh, who 
never thinks of the glories of Heaven is 
neither ſit, nor meet, and therefore cannot 
enter. Thoſe eyes which have continually 
beheld vanity, folly, and ſin, would be 
dazaled, not delighted with the fight of God; 
neither could that tongue, which has accuſ- 
tomed itſelf to all filthineſs, and ſuperfluity 
of naughtineſs, to oaths and curſes, find 
harmony or muſic in a Halleluja. 


800 of king David's Pſalms of 7 thankſ. 


giving, ee the gelxyth P/alm; the 44 
n | 


neral thankſgiving, and the Te Deum, that 
eraphie hymn of our church, Ve praiſe tles, 
OG] we. atkhiwledge thee to be the Lords: 
&c; this will open Heaven to us ; this will 
carry us thither to behold the holy orders 
above, angels, and powers, cherubims, and 
ſeraphims, . e. the brighteſt and moſt, 
exalted of the angelical natures, apoſtles, 
prophets, and martyrs. This will ſhew 


us our employment, even to praiſe the Lord 
continually. This will awaken all the 
20 powers 
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powers and- faculties of our ſouls to fill this 
earth with ſetting out the majeſty of Gocks 
glory, as the powers above fill Heaven with 
their praiſes, continually crying, Holy, holy, 
boly Lord Gad of Sabbacth, i. e. Lord God 


of the armies and powers of Heaven and 


earth. Let us learn this ſong we muſt fing 
in Heaven, and join with angelic hoſts now, 
fo. ſhall we be joined to them hereafter in 


that bleſſed place, where there is the voice 


of joy and health, of thankſgiving and never- 
ceaſing praiſe; where there is the perfection 
of: happineſs, and glory, and gladneſs, and 
every thing deſirable and good. He that 
thinks upon the very excellent things that 
are ſpoken of the city of God, will neverbe 


| atisfied till he beholds theſe glories, the 
tranſports of the Jeruſalem that is above, the 


love of God and of the holy Jeſus, the never- 
fading crowns. of righteouſneſs, and halle- 
Iujahs of angels, the ſhouts of victory, the 
fruit of the tree of life, and the ſtreams that 
water the paradiſe of God. Lord, give me 
grace that I may, night and day, be pre- 
ring myſelf by a life of faith, love, and 
kolineſs, by a life of prayer and praiſe, that 
I may be one of that great multitude, we 
read of in the Revelations, which — | 
YL | C 
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could number, of all nations, and-kindreds, 
and people, 2 which ſtood before 
the- throne, and e the Lamb; clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands, 
and criediwith a loud voice, faying;: Sajua- 
tien to our God, which ſitleth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb; bleſſmg, and glory; and 
wiſdom, and thankſgromg, and. hanour, and 
power, and might be unto our Gad for'ever aud 
ever. Amen. -Rev. vii. And that every one 
of you, my dearly. beloved in the Lord; may 
be added to this happy number in ſingi 
around the throne, and joining with ſaints, 
and angels in this glorious fong, is the 
y prayer of, your affectionate miniſter 


and ſervant in Chriſt Feſut. 


E ere 
ilding of the material t e of Fernſalem 
— the leaſt ſervice or — 
tion, graciouſly accept in Cbri of this 
feeble labour of love towards building up 
his ſpiritual temple, and bleſs it richly to 
your edificaion, and to the glory of his 
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